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MINUTES 
 
 
Committee:   Amenities Committee 
Date and Time: Monday, 8 August 2016 at 7:00pm 
Venue:   St Martin’s Primary School, Younghayes Road EX5 2LZ  
 
 
Present  
Cllr Kevin Blakey 
Cllr Kim Bloxham (in the Chair) 
Cllr Nigel Grimshire  
Cllr Nick Partridge 
 
Also Present 
Janine Gardner, Town Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council  
 

 
A/16/31 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Vicky Keating and Phil Tucker. 
 
A/16/32 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
No declarations were made. 
 
A/16/33 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting on 27 June 2016 were accepted as a correct record. 
 
A/16/34 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
A member of the public attended the meeting and highlighted his concerns in relation to the use of the 
St Martin’s Play Park. He had witnessed older children riding their bicycles at speed through the Park. 
The Chairman advised that although the signage stated that cycling was strictly prohibited in the park, 
this was difficult to enforce as the arrangement was essentially self-policing. However, new fencing 
was due to be installed at the beginning of September 2016 which should help to alleviate the 
problem. 
 
A/16/35 AMENITIES REPORT   
 
The Committee considered the latest version of the Amenities Report dated 25 July 2016.  
 
The Chairman reported that the number of items on the Report was decreasing and fewer items were 
being added. She also brought the following items to the Committee’s attention and suggested to 
remove those from the Amenities Report for the following reasons: 
 

- Persimmon needed to regularise the use of the former Westbury Show Home as a car park 
with the local planning authority but had not done so to date. As and when the parcel of land 
in question would transfer to a permanent owner it would be the responsibility of that recipient 
to ensure that the usage of the parcel of land was in compliance with relevant legislation and 
regulations.  
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- The proposed dropped kerb at Mead Cross would be incorporated in the planned application 
for grant funding covering the improvement of the Public Open Space in Mead Cross adjacent 
to the junction with Younghayes Road. 

 

- The Chairman had attended a meeting on 4 August 2016 when the future location of the 
Country Park Resource Centre was discussed. Monthly meetings had now been set up in 
order to progress any proposals in a timely manner.  

 
The Committee noted the latest version of the Amenities Report.  
 
A/16/36 HEDGEROW MANAGEMENT   
 
The Committee considered the Country Park Specification and Management Plan and the Hedgebank 
Management Plan for Phase 1 which were now in operation and enforceable.  
 
The Committee noted the Country Park Specification and Management Plan and the Hedgebank 
Management Plan for Phase 1. 
 
A/16/37 E.ON ISOLATION TAPS 
 
The Chairman reported that she had been in discussions with E.ON regarding the isolation taps in 
Phase 1. Isolation taps enabled individual householders to turn off the hot water supplies to their 
homes and a large number of homes in Phase 1 were constructed with no or inaccessible taps, the 
majority of which were situated in Bovis and Persimmon parcels. 
 
The Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service had responded to an incident where they had been 
unable to readily access an isolation tap. The Town Council subsequently facilitated consultation 
between the Fire & Rescue Service and E.ON in order to identify a solution to the problem, e.g. the 
production of colour-coded plans showing the isolation taps for groups of dwellings where individual 
taps were missing.  
 
It was resolved to formally write to E.ON and request the company to advise in writing about their 
plans to address the situation and how the concerns are being pursued. It was further resolved to 
write to East Devon District Council to request that the provision of individual isolation taps be 
stipulated as a planning condition for the grant of future planning applications and highlight this to the 
Town Council’s Planning Committee.  
 
A/16/38 ST MARTIN’S PLAY PARK MUGA FENCING 
 
The Community Development Worker had previously requested to increase the height of the multi-use 
games area (MUGA) fencing because he was concerned about an injury to a child/person when the 
ball is kicked over the current fencing. There was also an issue about a ball hitting cars in the adjacent 
car park. The Consortium and East Devon District Council had confirmed that they would not replace 
the fencing as its current height was in accordance with the design which had been approved during 
the planning process, it met the originally stipulated criteria and as it had been in existence for a 
couple of years with no issues being reported.  
 
Estimates to alter the height of the fencing had been received from East Devon District Council as 
follows:  
 

- Cost for increasing the height of the end sections to 3.1m: £8,083.00 + VAT 

- Cost for increasing the height of all perimeter fencing to 3.1m: £22,580.00 + VAT 
 
It was the District Council’s view that the fencing did not require modification. There was a risk of 
parents/children being hit by a stray ball, however, this risk was perceivable as the facility and its use 
was clear for everyone to see. The District Council would only advocate an increase in the height of 
the fencing if the MUGA was blocked from view, e.g. by a brick wall or thick vegetation as this would 
make the risk almost impossible to identify. 
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It was resolved to agree with East Devon District Council’s appraisal, to write to the Community 
Development Worker to advise him of the Councils’ view and to erect a sign at the adjacent car park 
stating that cars were parked at the owners’ risk when the Town Council took possession of it. 
 
A/16/39 PROVISION OF PUBLIC FOOTPATHS 
 
Following a “Cranbrook active travel, moving more” meeting on 20 July 2016, East Devon District 
Council’s Green Infrastructure Project Manager had advised that he was responsible to address the 
lack of public footpaths locally and that he had been exploring many route options with surrounding 
landowners but that progress was slow due to a lack of funding. He also suggested to deliver a 
presentation at the next meeting of the Amenities Committee on 3 October 2016 and requested that 
the Council or Committee appoint a councillor who could help champion the Green Infrastructure 
Project Manager’s work. 
 
It was resolved to appoint Cllr Nigel Grimshire as the member champion for the provision of public 
footpaths and to attend the next “Cranbrook active travel, moving more” meeting on 14 September 
2016 at 6.30pm. The Committee was also looking forward to the Green Infrastructure Project 
Manager’s presentation at its next meeting on 3 October 2016.  
 
A/16/40 PUBLIC NOTICEBOARDS 
 
A representative of the Community Association had presented to the Town Council on 23 May 2016 
requesting that additional noticeboards were provided across the town. 
 
The Chairman was due to meet the representative on 10 August 2016 and it was resolved to not 
provide a noticeboard outside St Martin’s Primary School on the basis that this was situated 
approximately 100 meters away from the existing noticeboard outside the Younghayes Centre and 
that the provision of noticeboards in Phase 1 was considered sufficient.  
 
The Committee further recommended the provision of additional noticeboards in subsequent phases 
of the town and the Town Clerk would prepare a proposal for the Council’s consideration, including 
quotes and planning considerations. The Committee identified as one potential location the end of 
Court Royal in Phase 2.  
 
A/16/41 COMMUNITY WI-FI 
 
At the Town Council on 18 July 2016, Cllr Gareth White had offered to work on a community Wi-Fi 
solution, a project which had previously been progressed by Rob Valkass who subsequently resigned. 
Cllr White had previous experience of delivering a community Wi-Fi solution in another Devon town. 
 
It was resolved to appoint Cllr Gareth White to progress a community Wi-Fi solution for Cranbrook 
and to request that he report back to the Amenities Committee. 
 
A/16/42 2017-18 BUDGET SETTING PROCESS 
 
The Chairman reported that the negotiations relating to the transfer of the Younghayes Centre from 
East Devon District Council to the Town Council were progressing well and that the Council would 
have to consider the budget implications for the management and maintenance of that building once it 
took possession of it.  
 
The other additional item of potential expenditure was the delivery of the bin emptying and litter 
picking contract which the Council was looking to extract from the estate rent charge and deliver from 
2017-18 onwards. 
 
It was resolved that Cllr Nigel Grimshire in his capacity as the Vice-Chairman of the Amenities 
Committee would attend the Finance & Personnel Committee meeting on 12 September 2016 in order 
to inform the initial deliberations for the 2017-18 budget.  
 
 
The meeting closed at 8:06pm.  


