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MINUTES 
 
 
Meeting:   Town Council  
Date:   Monday, 23 May 2016 
Time:    7:00pm 
Venue:   St Martin’s C of E Primary School  
 
 
Present  
 
Cllr Kevin Blakey 
Cllr Kim Bloxham 
Cllr Nigel Grimshire  
Cllr Sarah Gunn 
Cllr Karen Jennings 
Cllr Phil Norgate  
Cllr Phil Tucker 
Cllr Rob Valkass  
Cllr Shaun West 
 
Also Present 
 
Andy Wood, Projects Director, Exeter & East Devon Growth Point  
Keith Johnson, Community Development Worker, East Devon Volunteer Support Agency 
Lucie, member of the public  
Paul Strange, Cranbrook Herald 
Janine Gardner, Town Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council  
 
 
16/137 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Nick Partridge. 
 
16/138 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr Kim Bloxham declared a pecuniary interest in relation to item 12 on the agenda by virtue of being the 
joint property owner of one of the properties to which a planning application relates. This interest had been 
previously declared and formed part of East Devon District Council’s central register of members’ interests. 
 
16/139 MINUTES  
 
The minutes of the meeting on 9 May 2016 were accepted as a correct record. 
 
16/140 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
A resident of Cranbrook addressed the meeting enquiring whether there were plans to provide additional 
noticeboards across the town. Members advised that the Council was not at the stage of providing those at 
present but was planning to purchase one or more interactive noticeboards and that members would 
welcome further conversations on the matter.  
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16/141 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS  
 
No reports were made from district or county councillors.  
 
16/142 REPORT FROM THE EXETER AND EAST DEVON GROWTH POINT AND EAST DEVON 
DISTRICT COUNCIL  
 
The Projects Director of the Exeter & East Devon Growth Point reported the following:  
 

- The issues and options report, which represented the first formal stage of consultation as part of the 
Masterplan process, had been published as part of the agenda for the special meeting of East 
Devon District Council’s Development Management Committee on 31 May 2016. The District 
Council was also planning to deliver leaflets to every household in Cranbrook and to produce a 
short, non-technical summary document. Members agreed that the Town Council would respond to 
the issues and options report formally as part of the consultation process.  

 

- East Devon District Council’s Cabinet was likely to receive a report on town centre facilities in 
Cranbrook and possible funding options at their meeting on 8 June 2016. 

 
16/143 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  
 
The Town Clerk reported that a delegation of members had met with East Devon District Council’s 
Neighbourhood Planning Officer on 12 May 2016 to explore how the production of a Neighbourhood Plan 
might coincide with the development of a strategic development site. Following a discussion, it was 
resolved to defer the development of a Neighbourhood Plan until the Cranbrook Development Plan 
Document had been produced and the planning applications relating to the expansion areas had been 
formally granted.  
 
16/144 COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW  
 
The Town Clerk reported that she had met with the Chief Executive of East Devon District Council on 20 
May 2016 regarding a potential future community governance review of the parish boundary of Cranbrook.  
 
The proposed regulatory changes in the current Housing and Planning Bill would remove the ability of the 
District Council to designate a Neighbourhood Plan area other than the area proposed by a parish council. 
This would mean that, once the Housing and Planning Bill comes into force and assuming these provisions 
remain in the Bill, neighbouring Parish Councils would automatically be able to amend their Neighbourhood 
Plan boundary to cover the whole of their parishes. This would also be the case for any existing designated 
Neighbourhood Plan areas. Parts of neighbouring parishes were currently subject to planning applications 
relating to the extension areas. The Housing and Planning Act had received Royal Assent on 12 May 2016 
but the final Act had not been published by the time of the meeting.  
 
The Council was committed to ensuring that all (future) parts of Cranbrook would be administered by one 
and not several local councils and members noted that the understanding was that Neighbourhood Plan 
areas would take account of future formal grants of planning permission and any future community 
governance review(s). 
 
The Projects Director of the Exeter & East Devon Growth Point advised that a national review of the 
community infrastructure levy (CIL) at strategic development sites was currently being undertaken and that 
current assumptions relating to the CIL regime might be changing.  
 
Following a discussion, it was resolved to defer requesting a community governance review until the 
Cranbrook Development Plan Document had been produced and the planning applications relating to the 
expansion areas had been formally granted. 
 
16/145 PARISHES TOGETHER FUNDING BIDS 
 
The Town Clerk reported that two recent Parishes Together applications had been successful relating to the 
purchase of  
 

1. projection equipment (led by Dunkeswell Parish Council) 
2. a shared all-weather public address (PA) system and maintenance work on the rivers Clyst and 

Cranny (led by Broadclyst Parish Council)  
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The Council suggested that the following items should be scoped for viability for future Parishes Together 
funding applications: Purchase of 
 

- interactive notice board(s) 

- SmartWater kits 

- a stage or cinema equipment or meeting the cost for local events, e.g. outdoor theatre or cinema  

- marquee for hire, including indoor marquees for use inside a community/sports hall 

- funding of opening a path between Cranbrook and Broadclyst 
 
16/146 BUSINESS LINKS 
 
The Council considered ideas for involvement from local businesses and noted that Ashford LLP was 
already scoping ideas for involvement in the town and a recent bid for volunteering hours had been made to 
South West Water. The Council had also already formed a positive working relationship with Otter Nurseries 
as well as the businesses located in Younghayes Road.  
 
Possible future projects for business involvement might be the Cranbrook Fun Run in September 2016 and 
the Cycle Speedway. Once the adoption of highways and public spaces had been completed, roundabouts, 
communal areas, bus shelters etc. could also be sponsored. 
 
It was resolved that once suitable projects were identified, additional businesses should be matched to 
those and approached, e.g. Exeter International Airport, the Town and Country store in Broadclyst and 
businesses located at the SkyPark and the Science Park.  
 
16/147 NATIONAL CITIZEN SCHEME 
 
Exeter City Football in the Community was running the National Citizen Scheme locally, inviting 15 to 17 
year-olds to partake in a programme which will include 120 young people being based at the Cranbrook 
Education Campus from 8-12 August 2016 to deliver one or more social action projects which will make a 
mark of the local community.  
 
The organisers had asked the Council for ideas for the social action project(s) and the following suggestions 
were made: 
 

- Bike maintenance project teaching children and young people to fix and maintain their bikes  

- Creating a level playing area in the Country Park 

- An event at the end of the week commencing 8 August organised by young people for young people, 
e.g. music, drama 

- Sports competition in the Country Park, e.g. Football or Rounders  
 
16/148 SCHEDULE OF RESPONSES TO PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
 
The Council considered the Planning Committee’s previous responses to planning applications 
16/0263/MOUT, 16/0358/FUL, 14/2945/MOUT, 15/1872/MRES, 16/0847/FUL and 16/0655/FUL and it was 
resolved to adopt those responses. 
 
[N.B. Cllr Kim Bloxham withdrew from the meeting room during the above discussion.] 
 
An additional planning application number 16/0372/ADV had been received on 23 May 2016 proposing the 
retrospective approval for the retention of two fascia signs at 141 Younghayes Road, Cranbrook, EX5 7DR 
and it was resolved to support this planning application as the signs seemed appropriate in size, style and 
type. 
 
Members noted that the Council’s approach to considering planning applications was still evolving and was 
committed to ensuring that committee meetings would be quorate in the future. 
 
It was further suggested that the Planning Committee might wish to seek closer liaison with the Cranbrook 
planning team at East Devon District Council and gain a wider view on planning issues locally, e.g. the 
developers’ five-year covenant and developing solutions for the shortage of car parking spaces.   
 
 
 



4 
Signed: Chairman ………………………………………  Date: 20 June 2016 

16/149 MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee on 16 May 2016 were adopted. 
 
16/150 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS  
 
It was resolved to approve the payments set out in the schedule of payments.  
 
The Town Clerk further reported that an invoice had been received from East Devon District Council for room 
hire (£39.00) and it was resolved to authorise that payment as well. 
 
Furthermore, the Council’s web developers had changed their terms and conditions and now required 
payments by direct debit which would be set up in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations. 
 
Members noted that the projection equipment following a recent Parishes Together application (see minute 
16/145 above) had been purchased and that the acquisition of the Council’s office equipment was imminent. 
In relation to the latter and in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations, the Clerk was authorised 
to spend up to £2,500.00 on items in consultation with the Chairman of the Finance & Personnel Committee 
and it was suggested that a small group consisting of Cllrs Kevin Blakey, Kim Bloxham, Sarah Gunn and 
Nick Partridge would review the proposed items before they were being purchased in order to ensure best 
value for money. 
 
16/151 GRIEVANCE AND DISCIPLINARY POLICY  
 
It was resolved to adopt the Council’s Grievance and Disciplinary Procedure. 
 
16/152 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
  
Due to the sensitive or confidential nature of the following item it was resolved to exclude the press and 
public from the remainder of the meeting on the basis of Section 1 paragraph 2 of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 which stipulates that a council may, by resolution, exclude the public from 
a meeting (whether during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to 
the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special 
reasons stated in the resolution and arising from the nature of that business or of the proceedings.  
 
16/153 TOWN HALL ARCHITECTS 
 
The Council reviewed the latest information from architects in relation to the proposed Town Hall and it was 
resolved that the Chairman advises the Consortium of the Council’s feedback and observations. 
 
16/154 TOWN HALL BUSINESS PLAN  
 
The Council considered proposals for business plans for the proposed Town Hall and it was resolved to 
invite the preferred bidders to a meeting where the Council’s vision for the Town Hall could be discussed.  
 
16/155 UPDATES FROM WORK STREAMS 
 
Various members of the Council reported on work streams which they had been involved with, including the 
Cranbrook business meetings, the Teignbridge Gypsy & Traveller Forum, a meeting with the Arts Council, 
the Airport Consultancy Committee, the Citizens Advice East Devon Board, the Cranbrook Community 
Partnership as well as matters relating to asset delivery.  
 
 
The meeting ended at 9:50pm. 


