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MINUTES 
 
 
Committee:   Planning Committee 
Date:   Monday, 5 September 2016 
Time:    7:00pm 
Venue:   Town Council Office, Younghayes Centre  
 
 
Present  
Cllr Nigel Grimshire   
Cllr Sarah Gunn 
Cllr Phil Norgate (in the Chair) 
 
Also Present 
Arthur Street, Resident of Southbrook House, Southbrook Lane, Whimple 
Janine Gardner, Town Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council  
 
 
P16/29 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Kevin Blakey and Shaun West. 
 
P16/30 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
No declarations were made. 
 
P16/31 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting on 11 July 2016 were accepted as a correct record. 
 
P16/32 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
The resident of Southbrook House addressed the Committee in respect of planning application 
16/1804/FUL proposing the construction of detached dwelling and garage at Southbrook Lane, 
Whimple EX5 2PG. 
 
He highlighted that the proposed dwelling would be erected in an elevated position situated directly 
opposite to the existing dwelling at Southbrook House and, as such, would have an impact on the 
occupants’ privacy as the proposed dwelling would directly overlook areas of the property and 
surrounding facilities which had been in private family use.  
 
P16/33 PLANNING APPLICATION 16/1804/FUL   
 
The Committee considered planning application 16/1804/FUL proposing the construction of detached 
dwelling and garage at Southbrook Lane, Whimple EX5 2PG. 
 
Having considered the representation of the resident of Southbrook House, the Committee agreed that 
the potential loss of privacy and overlooking would present a material planning consideration. The 
Committee further observed that the proposed dwelling was located in close proximity to a number of 
established trees and the construction would have an adverse effect on those. This was also 
highlighted in the Survey of Trees on Development Site which formed part of the planning application 
documentation. 
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It was resolved to object to planning application 16/1804/FUL on the grounds of loss of privacy and 
overlooking of a neighbouring property and the potential adverse effect of established trees in the 
vicinity of the proposed dwelling. The Committee would support a revised planning application 
addressing the proposed elevated position of the dwelling and/or the erection/planting of a screen to 
address the loss of privacy and overlooking and/or a different location of a proposed dwelling on the 
same plot. 
 
P16/34 PLANNING APPLICATION 16/1747/FUL 
 
The Committee considered planning application 16/1747/FUL proposing an extension to an aircraft 
hangar to house private light aircraft which had been circulated by the Exeter International Airport 
Consultative Committee for comments. The Committee did not have any comments on the application. 
 
P16/35 URGENT ITEM 16/1007/MRES 
 
The Chairman introduced as an urgent item the revised planning application 16/1007/MRES proposing 
the access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale, for the construction of 134 dwellings, highway 
infrastructure, including highway access from London Road/B3174 and associated landscaping works 
at the land north of London Road and east of Royal Court.    
 
This application had been considered by the Planning Committee at their previous meeting on 11 July 
2016 and the Committee noted that some of their comments in relation to car parking had been taken 
into consideration. It was particularly pleased to see the proposed provision of some visitors’ parking 
spaces but on balance considers that more parking spaces were urgently required. 
 
The Committee failed to locate any information in the revised documentation supporting planning 
application 16/1007/MRES confirming the sizes of garages and car parking spaces.  
 
The Committee would welcome clarification on how its previous comments made on 11 July 2016 
(Minute P16/22 refers – please see below) had been taken into account by the developer.  
 
The Committee was further concerned about the proposed sharp corners in the highway leading 
thought the blocked-paved section to the east of the development. 
 
It was resolved to support planning application 16/1007/MRES in general, subject to clarification on 
how the Planning Committee’s previous comments made on 11 July 2016 (Minute P16/22 refers – 
please see below) had been taken into account by the developer, the appropriate provision of car 
parking spaces in line with East Devon District Council’s policies, the provision of additional visitor car 
parking and suitably sized garages. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 7:57pm. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING ON  
11 JULY 2016: 
 
P16/22 PLANNING APPLICATION 16/1007/MRES   
 
The Committee considered planning application 16/1007/MRES proposing the access, appearance, 
landscaping, layout and scale, for the construction of 134 dwellings, highway infrastructure, including 
highway access from London Road/B3174 and associated landscaping works at the land north of 
London Road and east of Royal Court.   
 
The Committee commented on the lack of car parking spaces in the plans accompanying planning 
application 16/1007/MRES. The New Community Projects Officer referred the Committee to East 
Devon District Council’s Local Plan (TC9, p. 226; Parking Provision in New Development) which 
stated that “at least 1 car parking space should be provided for one bedroom homes and 2 car parking 
spaces per home with two or more bedrooms”. 
 
The Committee also commented on the lack of usability of the garages due to their small size. 
Members recognised that the plans complied with the guidelines in relation to garage size but 
considered a garage width of 2.28 metres as too small. The Committee recommended garage sizes, 
driveways and parking spaces to occupy a usable space of at least 3.0 metres by 6.0 metres.  
 
The Committee further commented that there should be no walls between car parking spaces. In 
addition, a car park specifically for visitors should be provided. It would also like to be advised on the 
views of the Architectural Liaison Officer at Devon & Cornwall Police on the proposed rear parking 
courts. 
 
All of the above comments were made in light of the existing and well-documented car parking 
problems in Phase 1. 
 
The Committee felt that the overall layout of the site was satisfactory and requested a confirmation of 
the percentage allocation of affordable housing.   
 
It was resolved to support planning application 16/1007/MRES in general, subject to the appropriate 
provision of car parking spaces in line with East Devon District Council’s policies, the provision of 
visitor car parking and suitably sized garages. 
 
 


