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MINUTES 
 
 
Committee:   Amenities Committee 
Date and Time: Monday, 16 May 2016 at 7:00pm 
Venue:   Younghayes Centre  
 
 
Present  
Cllr Kevin Blakey 
Cllr Kim Bloxham (in the Chair) 
Cllr Nigel Grimshire  
Cllr Phil Tucker  
 
Also Present 
Janine Gardner, Town Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council  
 

 
A/16/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Nick Partridge and Rob Valkass. 
 
A/16/19 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
No declarations were made. 
 
A/16/20 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting on 21 March 2016 were accepted as a correct record. 
 
A/16/21 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
No requests were made by members of the public to answer questions or give evidence in respect of 
the business on the agenda.  
 
A/16/22 AMENITIES REPORT   
 
The latest version of the Amenities Report had been circulated and the Chair reiterated the process 
whereby individual members had been assigned an area in the town which they would check against 
the Amenities Report and feed back any information through her.  
 
Following the recent resignation of a town councillor, it was agreed that Cllr Phil Tucker would cover 
the Country Park and train station area together with Cllr Kevin Blakey. Cllr Phil Tucker raised an 
issue relating to the ticket machine at the train station which did not print pre-purchased tickets and did 
not accept railcards. The Chair would follow this up.  
 
The Chair also advised that she would meet with the Devon & Cornwall Rail Partnership on 20 May 
when she would discuss the possible display of artwork at the station, the request for which had been 
communicated to Network Rail and the Station Manager previously, possible community/resident 
management of the station as well as the possibility of operating additional trains through Cranbrook in 
the future. The Committee noted that approximately 4,000 journeys had been made each month from 
Cranbrook station in April 2016. 
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Cllr Kevin Blakey raised an issue in relation to the unsatisfactory condition of the communal area at St 
Michael’s Way. The Chair advised that she had received assurances that grass cutting would 
commence imminently and that the developer Bovis was unlikely to replace any trees as they had 
already been replaced twice and the current specimen were alive. The residents who lived in the 
houses adjacent to the area appeared not willing to maintain it. It was agreed to keep the situation 
under review and scope any business sponsorship in the future, e.g. of trees, if practicable.  
 
Cllr Kevin Blakey also highlighted that four granite-style paving slabs outside the Younghayes Centre 
were cracked and the Chair agreed to investigate this as part of the Amenities Report.  
 
The Chair updated the Committee on the following items on the Amenities Report: 
 

- One corner of the bridge between Younghayes and Tillhouse Roads had been completed and 
approved by Devon County Council. The remainder of the bridge could now be rebuilt. 

 

- The Chair was going to highlight the level of East Devon District Council’s checking and 
enforcement activities in the town at the next CABE meeting in June 2016. 

 

- It was apparent that East Devon District Council would not support additional car parking at 
Mead Cross because of the impact this would have on tree roots. A planning application was 
currently being determined relating to the creation of an additional car parking space opposite 
7 Copse Close Lane. If the latter received approval, the Amenities Committee would request 
that the Planning Committee considers a possible car parking solution at Mead Cross and 
lead the liaison with appropriate parties.  

 

- The Town Council had previously raised concerns in relation to a traffic calming area in Higher 
Meadow which, unusually, belonged to a home owner. The road was narrow and this situation 
was exacerbated by cars being parked on pavements. The developer had placed boulders on 
top of the rutting around the traffic calming area. Devon County Council had confirmed that 
the area conforms to the planned design. The situation remained unsatisfactory and unsightly 
but it was agreed that the Town Council had exhausted its avenues and the situation might be 
addressed as part of the adoption process. 

 
The Committee noted the Amenities Report. 
 
A/16/23 E.ON UPDATE 
 
The Chair advised that she was liaising with E.ON on a number of issues (ref. items on the Amenities 
Report) and that E.ON had recently agreed to conduct a review of the wording relating to energy 
service charges within the customer heat supply agreements. This review was underway and further 
information would be communicated to residents in due course. E.ON had also ordered SIGFOX 
Automatic Meter Readers and aimed to achieve 100% rollout within four months.  
 
A/16/24 IFNL UPDATE 
 
The Chair had met with Metropolitan, IFNL, the Exeter and East Devon Growth Point and the 
Consortium on 23 February 2016. Since then See the Light had held a customer information session 
and individual customer surgeries but events had been poorly attended. See the Light had also written 
to all residents and responded to various concerns, e.g. by changing routers. 
 
Three telephone and broadband providers were currently operating in Cranbrook, with a fourth 
provider yet to launch and negotiations had commenced to sign a fifth provider. 
 
Businesses in the town were still lacking an N3 connection and IFNL were in negotiations with BT. 
This issue needed to be solved in order to prevent any problems in future phases. The Committee 
noted that mobile post offices used the same technology as static post offices.  
 
The Chair would meet again with IFNL on 24 May 2106.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.03pm. 
 


