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MINUTES 
 
 
Committee:   Amenities Committee 
Date and Time: Monday, 27 June 2016 at 7:00pm 
Venue:   St Martin’s Primary School, Younghayes Road EX5 2LZ  
 
 
Present  
Cllr Kevin Blakey 
Cllr Nigel Grimshire (in the Chair) 
Cllr Rob Valkass 
 
Also Present 
Cllr Shaun West 
Janine Gardner, Town Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council  
 

 
A/16/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Kim Bloxham, Nick Partridge and Phil Tucker. 
 
A/16/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
No declarations were made. 
 
A/16/27 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting on 16 May 2016 were accepted as a correct record. 
 
A/16/28 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
No requests were made by members of the public to answer questions or give evidence in respect of 
the business on the agenda.  
 
A/16/29 AMENITIES REPORT   
 
The Committee considered the latest version of the Amenities Report dated 12 June 2016.  
 
The Committee understood that the appointment of a new landscaping contractor was imminent 
following the departure of the previous contractor. All involved parties recognised that urgent remedial 
action was required in and around the town. 
 
The Committee also noted that a number of impromptu pathways which had been created in different 
areas across the town, e.g. across the green space adjacent to Mead Cross. The Committee noted 
that the Town Council had agreed on 20 June to apply for grant funding for the Public Open Space in 
Mead Cross and to generate ideas for the improvement of the area. 
 
Members highlighted that the fenced-off areas at St Martin’s Play Park lacked signage and children were 
still accessing fenced-off equipment. It was resolved to draw this to the Cranbrook Consortium 
Manager’s attention. 
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Members also highlighted concerns relating to the condition of the Country Park, especially relating to 
a seeming lack of weed control and soil removal and lack of replacement. The Committee noted that 
there was no large public open space of high quality which could be used all year round. The Country 
Park was a flood plain and potentially not available during some parts of the year. It was resolved to  
 

a) assess the extent of public parks provision in other Devon towns of comparable (final) size. 
b) to express concerns about the general condition of the Country Park and possible 

improvements at the next informal Amenities meeting. 
c) to highlight to East Devon District Council’s planning team and the Consortium that there was 

currently no permanently useable large public park planned for Cranbrook. 
 
A/16/30 COMMUNITY WI-FI 
 
Cllr Rob Valkass suggested to the Committee the possible investment in the provision of town-owned 
and managed Wi-Fi to make calls and use the internet. This would be made possible by installing 
solar or mains -powered transmitters at buildings or street furniture which had a radius of 300-400 feet 
each and could be networked together. Each transmitter cost in the region of £150.  
 
This would immediately remedy the lack of mobile signal and might generate revenue if the access 
points were sponsored or if the usage was limited and/or chargeable. Information, e.g. about the Town 
Council, could also be displayed on the login page. The Committee suggested a possible trial for an 
initial period in order to gather usage data which could then also form the basis for selling advertising. 
 
It was resolved that Cllr Rob Valkass would research the capital and revenue costs and report back 
to the full Council with a view to possibly inform the budget setting process for the 2017-18 financial 
year which would commence in September 2016. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 7:38pm.  


