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MINUTES 
 
 
Meeting:   Town Council  
Date:   Monday, 15 August 2016 
Time:    7:00pm 
Venue:   St Martin’s C of E Primary School  
 
 
Present  
 
Cllr Kevin Blakey 
Cllr Kim Bloxham 
Cllr Sarah Gunn 
Cllr Karen Jennings 
Cllr Nick Partridge 
Cllr Shaun West 
Cllr Gareth White 
 
Also Present 
 
Cllr Peter Bowden, Devon County Council   
Paul Strange, Cranbrook Herald 
Janine Gardner, Town Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council  
 
 
16/196 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Nigel Grimshire, Vicky Keating, Phil Norgate and Phil Tucker. 
 
16/197 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr West declared a financial interest in relation to item 14 on the agenda (planning application16/1665/FUL) 
by virtue of Cllr West being the property owner at 104 Younghayes Road. 
 
Cllrs Blakey and West declared personal interests in relation to item 14 on the agenda (planning application 
16/1701/FUL) by virtue of Cllr Blakey’s partner being a Director of the Berry Brook Community Interest 
Company and Cllr West’s spouse being the company’s chair. 
 
16/198 MINUTES  
 
The minutes of the meeting on 18 July 2016 were accepted as a correct record. 
 
16/199 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
No requests were made by members of the public to answer questions or give evidence in respect of the 
business on the agenda.  
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16/200 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS  
 
Cllr Peter Bowden, representing Devon County Council appraised the rail infrastructure in Exeter and 
surrounding areas and advised that the South West Trains Whimple Rail User Group would like to recruit a 
representative from Cranbrook. The Group met 3-4 times year in the evenings. It was suggested to publish 
the request via the Council’s usual channels.  
 
16/201 REPORT FROM THE EXETER AND EAST DEVON GROWTH POINT AND EAST DEVON 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
No reports were made. The Projects Director of the Exeter and East Devon Growth Point Team had advised 
prior to the meeting that 123 completed questionnaire and a further 32 written responses had been received 
as part of the Issues and Options consultation which had ended on 25 July 2016. A report would be 
considered by East Devon District Council’s Strategic Planning Committee in September 2016 summarising 
the results and issues raised. 
 
16/202 FAB CONSULTATION  
 
Following a presentation by the Development Manager at Transmission Investment prior to the Town Council 
meeting on 23 May 2016, the Council was now invited to respond formally to the proposals to build a 220 
kilometre underground and subsea electricity interconnector and converter station in East Devon, known as 
the FAB project, as part of a public consultation. 
 
In principle, the Council would support the proposal but questioned whether the United Kingdom leaving the 
European Union would have an impact on the project and suggested to request (a) community benefit 
project(s) as part of the proposed works in and near the Country Park, e.g. a raised board walk in the 
Country Park connected to a currently disused bridge in the Country Park adjacent to London Road. It was 
resolved to scope the possible scale of any project(s) and involve the community in the final decision. It was 
further suggested to suggest the restoration of the disused bridge as part of the future Section 106 or 
community infrastructure levy (CIL) negotiations if it could not be delivered as part of the FAB project. 
 
16/203 YOUTH SERVICE PROVISION  
 
The Council considered information relating to the future provision of services for young people in 
Cranbrook. The current Section 106 agreement contained the provision of "Youth Facilities" meaning a 
building or parts of a building totalling 480 square metres to be used for youth services and outdoor 
recreation space. Devon County Council would not be providing a youth service in the town in the future. 
 
It was resolved to agree in principle to assume responsibility for the future provision of services for young 
people in Cranbrook as well as the physical space which would be delivered as part of the Section 106 
agreement. It was further suggested to involve Devon County Council’s Head of the Youth Service and the 
service providers for other town councils in future deliberations. 
 
16/204 BIN EMPTYING AND LITTER PICKING  
 
The Council considered a proposal to commission a bin emptying and litter picking service itself from 1 April 
2017 onwards. It was hoped that a more cost-effective service of higher quality could be delivered than is 
currently being delivered on the basis of the estate rent charge.  
 
It was resolved to agree in principle to commissioning a bin emptying and litter picking service and to follow 
the tender process described in the Council’s Financial Regulations.  
 
16/205 HEALTH & WELLBEING PROVISION CONSULTATION 
 
The Council considered information by a consultancy firm commissioned by the NHS Northern, Eastern and 
Western Devon Clinical Commissioning Group (NHS NEW Devon CCG) identifying potential service 
requirements for the future Health and Wellbeing hub in the town centre through engagement with users, 
developing a schedule of accommodation and functional brief, and working with architects to provide a high-
level design option. Whilst the Town Council could not make any informed recommendations regarding 
future service provision it highlighted that any future services needed the capacity to respond to a town of the 
final size of Cranbrook. 
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It was resolved to request that the Town Council would remain involved in and/or notified of all future 
decisions and to request a copy of the final report due at the end of August 2016.   
 
16/206 CRANBROOK COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
East Devon District Council’s Community Engagement and Funding Officer had previously suggested to 
suspend this year’s Cranbrook Community Questionnaire in light of the amount of consultations taking place 
locally this year, i.e. the recent Issues and Options consultation and the further consultation on the preferred 
option(s) which was anticipated towards the end of this year.  
 
The Council recommended that, on balance, the Cranbrook Community Questionnaire should take place this 
year on the basis that it provided a useful database as well as measurable information and evidence relating 
to the community. The Council further recommended including the events and achievements since the last 
questionnaire and any information highlighting the benefits of an annual exercise, including measurability 
and the purpose of the survey. The Council also recommended canvassing the questionnaire and displaying 
copies in the retail units, the community market and the Cranbrook Medical Centre in order to encourage a 
higher response rate.  
 
16/207 EAST DEVON VILLAGES PLAN 
 
The Council considered the consultation documents relating to East Devon District Council’s draft Villages 
Plan and it was resolved to agree in principle with the provisions made in it but to canvass neighbouring 
parish councils’ views and represent those if appropriate. 
 
16/208 CRANBROOK FUN RUN 
 
The Council considered information relating to the first Cranbrook Fun Run which would take place on 
Saturday, 17 September from 1:00pm-4:30pm and it was noted that Cllrs Sarah Gunn, Phil Norgate and 
Shaun West would coordinate the Town Council’s presence on the day. It was further resolved to authorise 
the expenditure of £220 to fund the runners’ numbers and two qualified first aiders. 
 
16/209 RESPONSES TO PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
 
The Council adopted the Planning Committee’s responses to planning applications. 
 
16/210 CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
The Council adopted the revised Code of Conduct.  
 
16/211 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS  
 
It was resolved to approve the payments set out in the schedule of payments. 
 
16/212 COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
The Council adopted the minutes of the Amenities Committee on 8 August 2016. 
 
16/213 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
  
Due to the sensitive or confidential nature of the following item it was resolved to exclude the press and 
public from the remainder of the meeting on the basis of Section 1 paragraph 2 of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 which stipulates that a council may, by resolution, exclude the public from 
a meeting (whether during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to 
the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special 
reasons stated in the resolution and arising from the nature of that business or of the proceedings.  
 
16/214 WORK STREAMS 
 
The Council received updates on recent work streams. 
 
 
 
 



4 
Signed: Chairman ………………………………………  Date: 19 September 2016 

16/215 TOWN HALL  
 
The Chairman reported that he had met with Consortium representatives to discuss the latest proposals in 
relation to the Town Hall development.  
 
16/216 YOUNGHAYES CENTRE TRANSFER – HEADS OF TERMS 
 
The Council agreed to the Heads of Terms relating to the transfer of the Younghayes Centre which were 
previously circulated with Town Council agenda on 18 July 2016. It was resolved to add a condition to the 
Heads of Terms relating to the satisfactory resolution of category A and B defects highlighted in Croft 
Surveyors’ Maintenance Inspection Report on the Younghayes Centre dated 23 February 2016 and category 
C items as agreed on 8 August 2016. It was further resolved that the Chairman sign the agreed Heads of 
Terms and that the Council’s legal representatives be instructed to proceed with the transfer.  
 
 
The meeting ended at 9:27pm.  


