
CRANBROOK TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Cranbrook Town Council  

held at the Younghayes Centre, Cranbrook, 

on Monday 15 June at 7pm 

 

Present: 

Cllr Kevin Blakey 

Cllr Sarah Gunn 

Cllr Maria Hale 

Cllr Karen Jennings 

Cllr Nick Partridge 

Cllr Phil Tucker 

Cllr Shaun West 

Also present: 

Cllr Peter Bowden (DCC) 

Mark Williams, Acting Clerk (EDDC) 

Hannah Whitfield, Democratic Services Officer (EDDC) (Minutes) 

Andy Wood, East of Exeter Projects Director(EDDC) 

Darren Summerfield, New Community Projects Officer (EDDC) 

April Waterman, New Community Officer (EDDC) 

Kenji Shermer, Urban Designer (EDDC) 

Jessica Crellen, Planning Officer (EDDC) 

 

Apologies:  

Cllr Kim Bloxham 

Cllr Nigel Grimshire 

Cllr Chris Pepper (EDDC) 

PCSO Jack Stannard 

The meeting started at 7pm and ended at 8.30pm.  

15/17 Public Speaking 

Paul Strange, Cranbrook Herald, clarified that the Herald was able to host a Town Council 

page in the printed newspaper (not on the website as stated in the minutes of the last Town 

Council meeting); the Town Council would need to provide regular content for the page.  

15/18 Minutes 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting of Cranbrook Town Council held on 18 May 2015 were 

agreed and signed as a true record, subject to the correction that Cranbrook Herald was 

able to host a Town Council page in the monthly printed newspaper.  

15/19 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Councillors Kim Bloxham and Nigel Grimshire and from EDDC 

Councillor Chris Pepper and PCSO Jack Stannard.  

15/20 Declarations of interest 

There were none.  



15/21 Matter of urgency – Installation of solar panels on the Younghayes Centre 

Following negotiation, solar panels donated by E.ON Heat were due to be installed on the 

Younghayes Centre at the end of June 2015. Servicing of the solar panels would cost 

approximately £200 and whilst the Younghayes Centre was in the ownership of EDDC, and 

they would therefore benefit from lower energy costs, the servicing costs would be split 

between EDDC and the Town Council.  

Members agreed that the feed-in tariff be paid to the Town Council and be used to help fund 

community projects within the Town. Criterion within which community projects could apply 

for the funding would be agreed at a later date.  

15/22 Exclusion of the public 

The Town Council agreed that no items be dealt with after the public (including the press) 

had been excluded.  

15/23 Presentation – Planning and Masterplanning 

The Town Council received a presentation from the East of Exeter Projects Director, Andy 

Wood, outlining: 

 The Cranbrook Team 

 The vision for Cranbrook – A sustainable, vibrant, attractive town, which combines 

the rich urban fabric of historic Devon Service Centre or market town whilst meeting 

the needs of 21st Century lifestyles. 

 The Planning history, masterplan for circa 3500 homes and the East Devon Local 

Plan allocation for Cranbrook 

 Phase 1 delivery, including 40% affordable housing, education provision, community 

building, open space, public transport, church worker, community development 

worker, public realm and public art, youth facilities and retail facilities 

 The positive annual survey results from residents 

 The forward funding to deliver key infrastructure 

 Population comparisons with other towns – Cranbrook had the potential to be larger 

than Barnstaple in 20 years time 

 A number of live applications within the planning system that if approved would take 

the total number of houses to over 8000 

 Key issues such as the relationship with the airport, landscape impact, relationship 

with neighbouring villages, transport, habitat mitigation measures, housing mix, 

community facilities, health provision, education and delivery of 

employment/economy 

 Key tasks that the Town Council needed to be aware of/input into, including the 

Local Plan Examination, Cranbrook Plan (Technical Groups and Workshops), 

response to planning applications, delivery of assets (for example play areas) and 

Vision Partnership Group 

In his conclusion the Projects Director welcomed the opportunity to work with the Town 

Council and emphasised that the Cranbrook Team was there to offer advice and support. 

The presentation would be circulated to all members of the Town Council.  

In response to questions raised, the Projects Director advised: 

 In order to achieve a 30 minute train service , a second passing loop would be 

required -  this piece of infrastructure was likely to cost in excess of £20m; 

 Meetings had taken place to discuss a bus route linking the Station to the Airport; 



 Airport noise was a major consideration for expansion plans to the south of the Town 

and the Council had commissioned a noise study to assess the impact; 

 In respect of health provision, a GP surgery would be delivered in Phase 1 and a 

Health and Wellbeing Centre in Phase 2.  

15/24 Planning applications 

The Town Council considered and made observations to be reported back to East Devon 

District Council on the following applications: 

Reference  Applicant Details 

15/0964/MRES East Devon New 
Community Partners 

Approval of access, appearance for the access 
road to the town centre south area (development of 
Cranbrook new town 03/P1900 at site of Cranbrook 
New Community (Town Centre, South Access 
Road), London Road, Broadclyst 

 

Town Council comment –  

In relation to the above reserved matters the Town Council wish to raise the following 

observations and seek clarification. 

1) The Town Council expresses a concern over the lack of landscaping to the general 

layout of the section, notwithstanding the area to the north of the road remaining as 

grass pasture field. There perhaps should be more planting along the area. 

2) The junctions into both the supermarket area and the Public House area appear to 

be insufficient for the traffic that might be expected. Both areas could see HGV Class 

1 traffic and the entrance junctions should possibly be enlarged to account for this. 

3) What is the intention for controlling the traffic flow along the entrance roads in respect 

of parking? 

In general Cranbrook Town council supports the application, however without resolution to 

the queries listed above feels that its overall stance is to object. 

 

15/0785/MRES East Devon New 
Community Partners 

Approval of access, appearance, landscape, layout 
and scale for the extension of the main Local Route 
(the primary infrastructure of the development of 
Cranbrook New Town 03/P1900) from the 
education campus. 

 

Town Council comment –  

In relation to the above reserved matters Cranbrook Town Council wish to raise the following 

observations and seek clarification. 

1) 0301-SK-005 – w.r.t drainage, the Town Council seeks clarification as to how the 

surface water runoff from the area and road will disperse. The natural run of the 

land and layout of surface water drainage leads to the conclusion an excess of 

water will be meeting at the culvert in the northern part of the drawing. Thereby 

potentially subjecting that culvert to flooding. Considering its proximity to the edge 

of the Education Campus sports fields this could lead to water logging of the 

fields. The Town Council wishes to clarify if this has been reviewed and what 

http://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
http://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage


measures are in place to prevent excessive water build up and overwhelming of 

the culvert. 

2) Taking the shown scale into account on the drawings, the roundabout on the 

MLR is shown as 36M wide ICD which is commensurate with the usage of HGV 

Class 1 vehicles. However utilising the same scale the outer diameter of the 

central planter circle is 24M. The maximum suggested diameter being 18M to 

allow for HGV traffic to negotiate the roundabout without having to mount the 

curbs or central island. Clarification is needed on the actual finished diameter of 

the central island. 

3) Landscaping in general looks very good and should be pleasing once 

established. However the Town Council had concern over the proximity of the 

tree planting to the roadside edge in relation to both forward views for turning 

traffic (on roundabout joining the MLR) and larger traffic coming into contact 

whilst negotiating the roundabout. The Town Council seeks clarification on the 

type of planting surrounding the roundabout and that its distance from the edge is 

suitable for large vehicle overhang in the turns. 

The Town Council objects to the application, although only based on lack of clarification of 

the above listed items and resolution of the roundabout sizing issues. 

15/25 Update from the Police 

PCSO Jack Stannard was unable to attend the meeting, however submitted a Police report 

for 9 May to 9 June 2015. The Council noted the four crimes reported and Police logs for 

that period.   

15/26 Update from East Devon District Council and Devon County Councillors 

The Council received the following update reports: 

 Cllr Maria Hale (EDDC)  

o In her capacity as Ward Member, she had submitted comments in respect of 

live planning applications relating to the southern expansion of Cranbrook; 

o An Extra Ordinary meeting of the Council had been held on 3 June to 

consider a motion to delay progress in respect of the Council’s relocation – 

this motion was not supported; 

o The Council had run introduction sessions for Town and Parish Councils on 

standards and planning and welcomed feedback from those Councillors that 

had attended. Members of the Town Council commented that the sessions 

had been very helpful.  

 Cllr Peter Bowden (DCC) 

o Devon and Exeter Area Rail Working Party was due to meet in four weeks 

time, where a report would be considered on Devon Metro proposals; 

o Following their Ofsted inspection, DCC had invited a peer group to carry out a 

critical review; 

o Links to key useful DCC publications would be sent to the Clerk and 

Chairman.  

15/27 Town Council vacancies 

The Council noted that following the vacancies being advertised, seven expressions of 

interest had been received from eligible candidates for the three vacancies on the Town 

Council. The co-option of Councillors to fill the vacancies would take place at the full Town 



Council meeting on 20 July 2015, when the seven candidates would be invited to attend and 

have the opportunity to address the Council.  

15/28 Minutes of the Personnel and Finance Committee 

The Council noted the minutes of the Personnel and Finance Committee held on 2 June 

2015, which were presented by the Chairman of the Committee, Councillor Nick Partridge. 

The Acting Clerk advised Members that as an interim arrangement the District Council was 

holding the Town Council’s funds.  

15/29 Appointment of committees – Planning and Amenities  

The Council agreed to separate the Planning and Amenities Committee to create two 

Committees, with the terms of reference for the Amenities Committee to include that matters 

of an urgent nature requiring settlement before the next meeting of the Committee may be 

delegated to the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Committee in conjunction with the 

Clerk and at their discretion. However, these matters must be submitted for approval or 

otherwise to the next meeting of the Committee. The terms of reference of the Committee 

would also include consideration of matters such as the adoption of green areas within 

Cranbrook.  

15/30 Future agenda items 

The Council noted that future Council agenda items would include:  

 Cranbrook Town Council website – As an interim arrangement the Town Council 

Facebook page would continue to be used to keep residents up to date on the 

Council’s activities and as a way for people to get in touch with the Council.  

 Cranbrook Town Council logo – The Chairman of the Council was meeting with 

EDDC’s Graphic Designer the following week with a brief for the logo.  

 Updates from stakeholders on issues/projects affecting Cranbrook. 

 

15/31 Appointment of Locum Town Clerk 

The Town Council had agreed to appoint Nick Randle to the role of Locum Town Clerk, who 

would take on the position from 29 June 2015.  

15/15 Date of next Town Council meeting 

The next meeting of the full Town Council would be held on 20 July 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman   ......................................................   Date ....................................................................  

 


