
 
 
 

 
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Cranbrook Town Council held at the Cranbrook 
Education Campus, on Monday 16th November commencing at 7pm 

Present 

Cllr Kevin Blakey – Chairman 
Cllr Alistair Banks 
Cllr Kim Bloxham 
Cllr Lina Ficken 
Cllr Sarah Gunn 
Cllr Nigel Grimshire 
Cllr Maria Hale 
Cllr Karen Jennings 
Cllr Phil Norgate 
Cllr Phil Tucker 
Cllr Sean West 
 
 
15/93 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apologies were received from Cllr Nick Partridge due to work commitments. His 
apologies were accepted.  
 
15/94 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No Interests were declared. 
 
15/95 MINUTES 
 
The Minutes Meeting of Cranbrook Town Council held on 19th October 2015 were 
accepted as a true record. 

 
The Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Cranbrook Town Council held on 
Monday 9thth November 2015 were also accepted as a true record. 

 
 15/96 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
No Requests were made by members of the Public to make representations, answer 
questions or give evidence in respect of the business on the agenda under Standing 
Orders 3e to 3k 

 
15/97 POLICE CRIME REPORT  
PCSO Jack Stannard was not present. The Council received his written report. 
 
 



 
 

15/98 FINANCE AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MINUTES AND REPORT 
The minutes of the Finance and Personnel Committee were received and adopted 
without comment. 

 
15/99 AMENITIES REPORT 
Cllr Bloxham commented that the report was 3 pages shorter than previously 
meaning that issues highlighted in the report were being addressed. 
Cllr Tucker gave an update on the telecommunications issues. He was waiting for 
further information. He was asked to provide a written report for the council to 
explain some of these issues in detail so that a future meeting could decide an action 
plan to address them. Cllr Grimshire gave an update on his discussions about the 
station car park with the County Council. They will consider ceding the car park to 
the Town Council after 12 months of operation. He will maintain contact with the 
County Council to ensure that any developments in the car park recognised Town 
Council aspirations. It was resolved to adopt the Amenities Report 
 

 
15/100 CRANBROOK PHASE 2 STREET FURNITURE DESIGN GUIDE 
 
Councillor Bloxham introduced the guide and highlighted the potential issues which 
the Council considered.   
 
Following discussion it was resolved To request litter bins instead of dog litter 
bins in phase 2.  To propose that all dog litter bins in phase 1 are replaced with 
litter bins.  To consider providing Big Belly Bins in high usage areas eg near the 
Country Park and Shops.  To ensure that there is consistency between all 
phases of development.  
 
15/101 TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM KEITH JOHNSON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
WORKER ON YOUTH SHELTERS 
 Keith reported about the need for youth facilities in Cranbrook especially for 
different age groups. He said that police want to separate young people into smaller 
Groups.  He believed that there was evidence that Youth shelters do help to reduce 
crime and separate younger and older children. He asked whether the Town Council 
might be able to put money into a youth centre project. He estimated that with 
Youth Shelter’s costing between £10,000 to 11,000 each a contribution of £3000 
from the Town Council would help realise this ambition. Following discussion it was 
resolved that the Town Council supports the principal of providing youth shelters 
although at this stage so specific funding was agreed. This might be agreed once any 
project was more clearly defined. It was further resolved to request that Youth 
Shelters be added to reserve matters for all expansion planning requests ( April 
Waterman) 
 
 

 



15/102 CRANBROOK RAILWAY STATION OPENING EVENT 
Cllrs Blakey and Jennings discussed the proposed railway station opening celebration 
on 13th December. The first train to stop will be the 08.46 service to Pinhoe, Exeter 
Central and Exeter St David’s. The first train in the other direction to London 
Waterloo will depart Cranbrook at 09.39. The Town Council is planning a celebration 
at the station starting at 08.00 and finishing at 09.45 Breakfast rolls and hot drinks 
would be available from the Butter Me Up catering van, music would be played by 
the Maynard School Band. Cllr Jennings was seeking sponsorship from builders 
within Cranbrook for cup cakes and bacon sandwiches.  
 
It was resolved to agree any small-scale costs to support the event and that any 
proceeds would be put towards Youth facilities in the town.  
 

 
15/103 PLANNING CONSULTATIONS 
It was resolved to receive and endorse the following consultation response made by 
the planning committee. 
 

Date Application 
Number 

Description Town Council Comments 

6 
November 
2015 

14/2137/MRES 
- Ingram’s 
Cranbrook Site 
London Road 
Rockbeare 
Exeter 

Approval of 
Reserved 
Matters (Access, 
Appearance, 
Landscaping and 
Scale) for sports 
pitches and 
associated 
facilities, up to 
145 dwellings, 
open space, 
access and 
drainage 
Status 

 

1.There are numerous examples of car parking 
spaces being allocated outside other people's houses (front doors and 
windows). We feel this will only lead to neighbour problems further down the 
line and could ultimately lead to anti-social behaviour. In the Town Council’s 
view it should be avoided wherever possible. 
 
2. There are several places where garages 
could be set back to provide additional on-plot parking and this should be 
encouraged wherever possible. An example would be plots 39/40. 
 
3. Some of the garden spaces seem in our view 
to be inadequate. 
 
4.  Some of the roads look very tight and could prove difficult for large vehicle 
movements.  We have not seen any HGV tracking evidence in the application; 
has this been provided?  We believe it would be difficult for bin lorries and 
removal lorries to turn in certain locations, for example between plots 18-29. 
 
5. There are a lot of rear alleyways /ginnels on the proposed layout.  Do these 
comply with secure by design standards and how are they to be policed and 
lit? We feel that these should ideally be designed out. We believe that they 
are evidence of too dense a scheme. 
 
6. We believe that the shared surfaces 
(footpath / Cycle way) should be white-lined and clearly delineated. 
 
7. The planning layout (drawing no. 5000 rev J) looks to be different to the 
other plans submitted. 
 
8. Plots with garages appear to only have one 
parking space in addition to the garage.  Two parking spaces per plot 
should be allowed for in addition to the garage. We believe this is further 
evidence of too dense a scheme with no room for additional parking.  This 



will lead to problems similar to those 
experienced  in phase 1 which is now a significant  issue. 
 
9. Why is the pavilion shown with a 
'potential pavilion extension' line drawn? We believe that a larger pavilion 
should be designed in the first instance. 
 
10.  Assuming the Planning Layout is correct, we believe the use of house 
type PT21 is completely wrong in the location overlooking the open 
space.  This is a FOG type with no surveillance at ground floor level and we 
feel it will look terrible.  We believe that all open space areas should be 
utilised to the maximum with good house types overlooking the spaces from 
all directions.  What is proposed could lead to potential anti-social areas and 
areas where litter 
is likely to be dropped/collect. We believe that this area has not been 
designed correctly and should be looked at again. This area looks to have 
been significantly changed since the previous plan and we feel the changes 
are not for the better. 
 
11. The Town Council has no technical 
knowledge of sports facilities and their associated drainage, layout, 
maintenance etc.  but recognise that these 
are important considerations. We  assume that measures have been taken to 
ensure that engineering standards in these 
areas are met. 
 
12 We are not happy about the presence of 
Dormice preventing suitable lighting for the sports pitches, which means that, 
the facilities will not be able to be used for much of the evening in Autumn 
and Winter.  This situation is, in our view totally unsatisfactory. We believe a 
solution should be found to allow suitable lighting to be installed and 
used.  This may mean catching and re-housing the dormice elsewhere by 
creating additional habitat on another part of Cranbrook, or finding an 
alternative and more suitable location for the sports provision.  We believe 
that there is no point in providing purpose built sporting facilities if they 
cannot be used for 
much of the year. 

 
 
 

15/104 TO CONSIDER PROPOSED SPEED RESTRICTIONS EAST OF EXETER 
Members considered the proposals but were unable to detect what the changes 
were to the current situation. They did not however have any objection to the 
restrictions as proposed. 
It was resolved to agree the proposals but to ask for clarification on where this 
changed the current situation. 
  
15/105 TO CONSIDER PROPOSED STREET NAMES FOR CRANBROOK ROADS BEHIND 
THE JACK IN THE GREEN PUBLIC HOUSE 
Members felt that the Town Council needed to define a policy on street naming, but 
as this situation was urgent it was resolved that members would email suggestions 
to the chairman so that he could frame a response to the district council.  
 



 
 
 
 
  
15/106 FINANCE- TO APPROVE PAYMENTS AS SET OUT IN THE SCHEDULE OF 
PAYMENTS.   
 It was resolved to following approve the following payment 

Date Invoice From Description Total 
Including VAT 

Invoice 
No 

15th November  
2015 

LGRC 
Associates Ltd 

Professional Services - Locum Town 
Clerk plus 

Reimbursement of Expenditures 
made on behalf of the  

Town Council 

£2749.00 Cran06 

 
15/107 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS AND MEMBERS ON 
OUTSIDE BODIES. 
 
Cllr Hale gave a brief District Councillors report. She referred to meetings she was 
having with other parishes on the subject of Gypsy and Traveller sites, following 
which she would make her views known as District Councillor.  
It was resolved to receive her report. 

 
15/108 REPORT OF EAST DEVON GROWTH POINT TEAM. 

 
Andy Wood spoke on behalf of the growth point team. The master plan was now 
moving forward as a development plan document. This takes Cranbrook up to 8000 
homes. He expressed a wish to have a meeting with Town Council to go through 
development plan issues in the near future. 

 
He summarised planning applications including the Ingram’s site and the public 
house planning application. 

 
 He mentioned the proposed Town Centre Facilities and said that it was proposed to 
create a model of the potential town centre in a “fly through. He also discussed the 
play area working group for Hayes Square, that EDDC were doing work on a ground 
condition specification for the temporary BMX track and that the DPD building was 
now functioning on the Skypark. 
 
It was resolved to receive his report 

 
15/109 REPORT OF THE CRANBROOK LOCAL ACTION GROUP 
 Cllr Ficken reported on discussion she had had with the organisers of the current 
action group about a specific Cranbrook LAG. They had expressed the view that 
Cranbrook should not have a separate LAG due to lack of resources. The current 
action croup consisted of Local Police plus Councillors and schools representatives 



together with members of the Public. Members felt that Cranbrook had different 
issues and that the current LAG does not meet needs of Cranbrook.  
 
It was resolved to move forward by arranging a daytime meeting for members of 
the community to raise issues with Council and police 

 
15/110 REPORT OF THE CRANBROOK ASSET DELIVERY WORKING GROUP 
On behalf of the group Cllr Blakey reported that there had been a meeting to look at 
the Town Centre footprint and the buildings within it. It seemed that there might be 
a stand-alone leisure centre, a health and wellbeing campus for NHS entities and a 
Town Hall. Visits had been planned to Dartmouth and Ivybridge to look at examples 
of best practice community facilities. Meanwhile it was confirmed that EDDC would 
work with the Town Council to define heads of terms for asset management in the 
town. 

 
 
 

15/111 REPORT OF THE TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE WORKING GROUP 
The Town Clerk reported that the initial website was now ready to go online and 
would be live by the end of the week. Members had reviewed the site and some 
feedback had been received, however members were generally happy with what 
was proposed, which would meet immediate needs.  It was resolved that the 
website should go live with immediate effect. 
 
Cllr Grimshire discussed plans for a professionally designed future website and 
would seek three quotes for this work. There is £2500 in the current budget and this 
would be increased to £4000 in the 2016/17 financial year. He felt that it was 
important to commission professional photos for the site to provide the look and 
feel that the Town Council wished for. It was resolved to consider a specification and 
competitive quotes when these were available. 
 
 
15/112 REPORT OF THE TOWN COUNCIL WORKING GROUP ON OFFICE AND 
MEETING SPACE 
The District Council had written confirming that  

a) The pharmacy would be let to the council on the same terms as currently 
once the pharmacist had relinquished the lease. 

b) EDDC had proposed that prior to the Town Council taking ownership of the 
Younghayes centre that it might take on a management role. A financial offer 
was made for a list of management activities. 

c) Once The Town Council had taken ownership EDDC was prepared to offer a 
contract to undertake the maintenance. 

Cllrs Blakey and Bloxham felt that the financial offer for the management work was 
too low and that the work should not be taken on without an increased offer. Darren 
Summerfield of EDDC offered some clarification of the EDDC approach and the 
context of the Younghayes cost structure. 
 



It was resolved to have further discussions with EDDC but to await the report 
leading to a decision on transfer of ownership before taking a decision on interim 
measures 
 
15/113 INVITATION TO SEND 4 REPRESENTATIVES TO A MEETING WITH DEVON 
COUNTY COUNCIL, EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL AND THE DEVON POLICE 
COMMISSIONER 
 
It was resolved that Cllrs West, Norgate and Blakey would attend the meeting, with 
one further councillor or officer representative to be decided outside the meeting. 

  
15/114 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
Due to the sensitive or confidential nature of some or all of the following items it 
was resolved to exclude the press and public from the remainder of the meeting. 
  
15/ 115 EMPLOYEE PENSIONS  
 
It was resolved to apply to be an admitted body in the Devon County Council 
Pension scheme administered by Peninsula Pensions and to meet the Councils 
obligations to provide employee pensions by offering the scheme to all current and 
future employees. 

 
15/ 116 LEGAL OPINION 
It was resolved to seek quotations to provide a legal opinion on the matter under 
discussion and to consider these at the next Town Council Meeting. 
 

      
The meeting ended at 21.57 
 


