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Frequently Asked Questions: Allotments, Green Spaces and 

Community Gardening in Cranbrook 

 

 

 

 

1) When I moved in two years ago, the salesperson said there would be 

allotments in Phase 1? 

We are afraid that was incorrect but we can see how the confusion arose. To set the record straight, 

although Cranbrook was always going to have allotments, the land originally set aside for them was 

not in Phase 1 but was part of the Sports Pitch land on Phase 2. This location was subsequently 

challenged as it was thought that adjacent to sports pitches was an unsuitable place for them. It was 

therefore decided to try to find an alternative location. This prompted a renegotiation of the original 

legal agreement. The revised agreement will still make provision for allotments in Cranbrook but a 

new location needs to be found (see also 2 below).  

2) The Town Council’s website says one of its responsibilities is providing 

allotments, so why haven’t we got any yet and when are they coming? 

Not only do they require a suitable location (see 1 above) a numerical trigger also needs to be 

reached before the work can begin. There are two stages to this process. Firstly, when approaching 

1500 homes are occupied (i.e. not just built), the Owners (in this case the Consortium) are required 

to identify and gain planning permission for a location. Secondly, the Owners must, “use reasonable 

endeavours to complete the Allotments by the First Occupation of the 2000th Dwelling in accordance 

with the Allotments Specification and Delivery Programme and make them available for use as soon 

as practicable thereafter.” (extract from Section 106 agreement). Surprisingly, although there are 

many more new houses being built on Phase 2, we have been informed by East Devon District 

Council that Cranbrook still hasn’t quite reached the 1500 homes occupied figure. 

3) So, where will the Cranbrook allotments actually go? 

We regret we don’t have any information as yet about where they will be located but we are keeping 

a watching brief and will inform residents as soon as we have any new information. 

4) I’ve heard the Town Council has a list of people who are interested in having 

an allotment, so can I join that? 

Yes, we are keeping a list, so that when the allotments do become available they can be allocated 

fairly to people who have declared an interest. We currently have 13 names on the list. Please feel 

free to contact us on office@cranbrooktowncouncil.gov.uk or 01404 514552 if you would like to be 

added. 
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5) In the meantime, why can’t we just plant things where we want to - like guerrilla 

gardeners do? If it’s for the community, what harm can it do? 

This is an exciting idea which has worked well in other parts of the country. Unfortunately, there are 

reasons why it is less suitable for Cranbrook at the moment.  

Many people don’t realise that there is an agreed maintenance plan for our green spaces which 

covers how they are managed (for example when they are mown and pruned). A wildflower meadow 

sounds a lovely idea but requires a completely different and specialised mowing regime which would 

need to be agreed in advance to prevent it being accidentally cut down at the wrong time of the 

year. As Cranbrook is still on privately owned land, any changes to the agreed maintenance plan 

need to be agreed by three members of the Consortium and also involve a number of other 

partners, including East Devon District Council and the maintenance company itself, so this is a 

complex process.  

Edible fruit bush plantings work well in some parts of the country but here we have to make sure 

they don’t interfere with driver visibility (if planted on a verge or roadside), annoy residents in 

adjacent houses (by affecting their view or bringing large numbers of people to the locality to pick 

crops) or become invasive (a very real problem with this kind of planting, especially near 

watercourses (of which we have many at Cranbrook!).  

Also, what one person finds visually attractive and acceptable isn’t necessarily the same as 

someone else, so it is important any changes to public use of land are agreed and are acceptable to 

all residents and stakeholders. Finally, as all gardeners know, it’s not just about planting an area but 

also about maintaining that planting, so a commitment would have to be agreed and guaranteed in 

advance by the resident(s) whose idea it was. If not, an exciting area of planting could be introduced 

by a resident(s) who then moved away and the area would quickly become uncared for. 

6) What else is the Town Council doing about this - this is really important to me. 

The Town Council is taking an interest in, and is supportive of, discussions currently taking place 

to establish whether a suitable piece of land can be released by the Consortium and a 

sustainable arrangement agreed with residents expressing an interest, for an edible growing 

project. Again, we will share information about progress with this as soon as we have it. 

7) It sounds as if it could still be a while but I’m desperate to do some growing so 

what can I do in the meantime? 

We do really understand the frustration, so here are some ideas: 

 Broadclyst Community Farm - has a range of land-based, small scale enterprises based 

around food production and environmental improvement which include tree planting, 

vegetables, fruit, bees, sheep, cattle and pigs, all providing opportunities to learn and get 

involved with hands on farming and horticulture and to encourage natural diversity and 

wildlife on the farm. Look out for their Information Days (next one on Saturday March 11th 

between 10am and 2pm) and visit http://farm.broadclyst.org/ for contact details. 

 Broadclyst Allotments - although we understand there are currently no vacancies, you may 

still like to consider registering in case a plot (or even a half plot) becomes available in the 

near future. 

 Garden Pairing/Sharing - is there someone in Cranbrook or living nearby who is struggling 

to cope with a large garden and would like to share it with you? Local papers and shop 

windows sometimes have adverts for these informal arrangements which can really benefit 

both parties. 

http://farm.broadclyst.org/
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 Cranbrook Country Park - our Country Park Ranger has already been involved in setting up 

several community orchards on site. Would you be interested in helping her look after these 

and being involved in discussions about possible future provision? If so, please contact 

Emma Jones, Cranbrook Country Park Ranger on ejones@eastdevon.gov.uk or 07812 

652336 (NB: leave a message if a non-work day). 

 Cranbrook’s new spiritual garden - there are plans for the new spiritual garden (on land 

between the St Martin’s Play Park and Younghayes Rd) to include some community growing 

spaces. Things are still in the early stages but if you would like to be involved, please contact 

Rev Lythan Nevard on ministercranbrook@gmail.com or 01404 514935. 

 Container Gardening - it’s really amazing what can be grown in pots, bags (dumpster or 

potato style sacks), barrels and a range of other containers. Although much smaller than a 

vegetable patch or allotment, these can often be moved in and out of the sun to obtain the 

best growing conditions and you can control the composition of the soil which helps if you 

have poor or waterlogged soil. If you are renting, they are also easy to take with you, should 

you need to move. Alternatively, a raised bed of just 1 square metre can yield a surprisingly 

large amount of produce if you sow successive and ‘catch’ crops and many Cranbrook 

residents have managed to install these even in small front or back gardens. Visit 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=527 for advice on growing vegetables in containers 

and raised beds. 

We realise this is still not an allotment but truly hope one or more of these ideas might help whilst 

you wait. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ejones@eastdevon.gov.uk
mailto:ministercranbrook@gmail.com
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=527

