
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES OF PRIVATE INFORMAL SESSION 
 
 
Committee:   Planning Committee 
Date:   Monday, 6 March 2017 
Time:    7:00pm 
Venue:   St Martin’s Primary School, Younghayes Road EX5 7DT 
 
 
Present  
Cllr Kim Bloxham  
Cllr Ray Bloxham (in the Chair) 
Cllr Louisa Joslin 
Cllr Phil Norgate 
 
Also Present 
Barrie Simons, Director, Barrie Simons & Associates 
Janine Gardner, Town Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council  
 
 
SOUTH WHIMPLE FARM 16/1826/MFUL 
 
The Committee noted that this application was not yet validated by the planning authority East Devon 
District Council. The Chairman explained that notes would be taken which would remain confidential 
until after a substantive application was submitted, at which point they would become a matter of 
public record. The Committee would also be unable to indicate any support or otherwise for the 
proposal until a substantive application was received. Questions and comments made in the session 
are exploratory and could not be taken as a measure of support or otherwise. 
 
The Director of Barrie Simons & Associates explained that he was in the process of collating a full 
planning application. The development consisted of 19 residential units; he tabled the proposed 
residential scheme and explained that drainage and SUDS plans, an ecological assessment and an 
environmental impact assessment had been prepared and that the sustainability statement would be 
finalised in due course. A landscape architect was also being appointed. The Chairman highlighted the 
importance of a landscaping scheme which included measures to design-out opportunities for parking 
on and driving over grass verges to prevent unsightly and costly damage to grass verges and the 
need to retrofit and regularise subsequently installed measures. 
 
The dwellings would be serviced by the existing district heating system. The Chairman of the 
Amenities Committee highlighted the importance of ensuring the provision of readily accessible 
isolation valves to be fitted to the outside of individual properties to ensure that householders can turn 
off the district heating supply in the event of a failure. 
 
The existing farmhouse did not form part of the proposed development and formed a separate 
dwelling. 
 
The Director of Barrie Simons & Associates had recently received a confirmation from the planning 
authority that the proposed development did not form part of the strategic development at Cranbrook, 
despite being situated within the parish boundaries, and that the proposed development would 
therefore be liable to the community infrastructure levy (CIL).  
 
The Chairman explained that the planning authority East Devon District Council required a statement 
of community involvement relating to all major applications (>10 homes). 



Councillors queried how the proposed development would relate to and integrate with the adjoining 
areas of Phase 1, e.g. in relation to site access. The Chairman explained that the principle of vehicle 
and pedestrian access to homes should be off the main local route (MLR) in light of highway safety 
concerns especially on the through route of B3174 once the town has built out to circa 8,000 homes. 
All planning permissions, except one site, were subject to planning conditions to provide access to 
individual sites via the MLR and not via the B3174. The proposed access was located on the B3174 
and relatively close to the roundabout at Younghayes Road. Whilst use of this access during 
construction might be acceptable, it might be beneficial to close this access prior to occupation.  
 
The Director of Barrie Simons & Associates confirmed that the proposed garages and driveways were 
of useable size and larger than the current standard-size garages. 
 
Councillors also queried the proposed arrangements for the purchasers to contribute to the 
maintenance of public open spaces and public amenities in Cranbrook, including litter picking and bin 
emptying, the maintenance of play parks, hedgerows, trees and the Country Park etc. Councillors 
explained that other satellite developments within the parish were subject to an estate rent charge and 
had also contributed to the wider Section 106 obligations being delivered in Cranbrook. The 
Councillors expressed concerns about the proposed development at South Whimple Farm potentially 
not contributing to the town’s public amenities and open spaces in the same way the rest of the 
residents did. 
 
 
The informal session closed at 7:22pm. 


