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MINUTES 
 
 
Committee:   Amenities Committee 
Date and Time: Monday, 7 August 2017 at 7:00pm 
Venue:   Younghayes Centre, 169 Younghayes Road EX5 7DR 
 
 
Present  
Cllr Kim Bloxham (in the Chair)  
Cllr Derek Atkinson 
Cllr Kevin Blakey 
Cllr Colin Buchan 
Cllr Louisa Joslin 
 
Also Present 
Cllr Leslie Bayliss, Cranbrook Town Council 
Cathy Hill, Executive Assistant to the Town Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council  
Sarah Jenkins  
 
 
The Chair gave notice she wished to introduce an Urgent Item to the Agenda, as Item 7. 
 
 
A/17/32 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies. 
 
A/17/33 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr Atkinson declared a personal interest as one item on the Amenities Report related to his property.  
 
A/17/34 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting on 26 June 2017 were accepted as a correct record. 
 
A/17/35 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
No requests were made by members of the public to answer questions or give evidence in respect of 
the business on the agenda.   
 
A/17/36 AMENITIES REPORT   
 
The Committee noted the latest version of the Amenities Report dated 31 July 2017. 
 
Further to this, the Chair explained cracked block paving at the station had been reported and when 
Gypsy & Traveller related works have been completed this will be addressed, along with other issues 
including an abandoned bike and broken door to the cycle shed. The gouged area of damage would 
also be remediated. Devon County Council would then progress the issues for which they were 
responsible.  
 
There was a discussion regarding weeds developing on blocked paving areas at the station and in 
other parts of the town.  
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The Section 106 agreement delivers changing rooms at the location of the sports pitches. There are 
insufficient funds within the S106 agreement to deliver a pavilion. The Town Council had identified a 
possible solution and will follow this up. 
 
The Chair confirmed quotes were being obtained regarding bin sanitisation. 
 
 
A/17/37 GUMDROP BIN PROVISION 
 
The Committee liked various features of the Gumdrop concept but noted it was an expensive option. It 
was unclear how much benefit would be seen for what was a considerable investment. The cost and 
means of affixing the bins was also a consideration, especially as the current problem with gum 
deposits was still relatively small. Members wondered whether it would be more cost-effective, post 
adoption, simply to pay the cost of cleaning up. Preliminary indications were that for the Town Council 
to purchase a machine itself the cost would be in the region of £7000 but it might be possible to 
outsource the cleansing for a more cost-effective amount. After serious consideration, it was resolved 
not to take this project further at the current time.  
 
 
A/17/38 URGENT ITEM - NORTHWOOD ACRES PLAY PARK 
 
The Chair explained when the play equipment option chosen by the children had been ratified she had 
raised concerns regarding the positioning of a fence and no dog signs, relative to the position of the 
play equipment. A path had been created which was likely to be used as a cut through by residents 
with dogs, so a separation needed to be introduced between that and the play equipment. (Experience 
gained from retrospective work required at St Martin’s play park and design implemented at Hayes 
Square indicated this would be necessary to prevent dog fouling in play areas.)  
 
The Chair proposed the two sides currently shown open in the plan should be fenced. It would also be 
necessary to re-site the picnic bench. She would be attending a site meeting on 17 August, with 
representatives from East Devon District Council and the Consortium and therefore requested the 
Committee authorise her to i) propose suitable adjustments at that meeting to achieve the best 
outcome in terms of the positioning of gates and fences ii) offer, in view of a likely shortfall between 
Section 106 monies and the actual cost, that the Town Council helps to fund the shortfall (from its 
contingency fund) iii) hold a mandate for the above of up to £2000. The Chair would then report back 
to Council at the meeting of Full Town Council on 21 August, confirming any decisions made and 
seeking approval where necessary. It was agreed to give the Chair authorisation as above.  
 
Cllr Joslin explained that, whatever amendments were made, it would be important to be mindful of 
feedback from dog-owning parents who had expressed a wish to be able to use the picnic bench to 
monitor their children playing inside the park whilst keeping their dogs outside, rather than having to 
take their dogs home or curtail their visit.  
 
 
The meeting closed at 7:35pm. 


