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8 September 2017 
 
 

Town Council plans to take over the Estate Rent Charge 
 

Cranbrook Town Council is in talks with the consortium of developers to take over 
responsibility for the management of public spaces in the entire parish of Cranbrook 
from the start of the new financial year. The Town Council is working on the basis 
that from April 2018, residents would no longer have to pay the estate rent charge 
and that maintenance costs for the completed areas of public open space including 
play areas and the Country Park will be met through increasing the Town Council’s 
element of the council tax bill. 
 
If the current plans go ahead – which are still subject to negotiations and confirmation 
of the legality of the move – residents will see an increase in the element of the 
council tax payable to the Town Council. However, the Town Council says that by 
bringing public open space management costs into the council tax and removing the 
estate rent charge will save people money. 
 
The Town Council says that considerable savings would be achieved by cutting out 
expensive collection, legal and administration costs, by removing layers of 
management and by having the ability to negotiate maintenance contracts once the 
Town Council has control of those contracts. 
 
Cllr Kevin Blakey, Chairman of Cranbrook Town Council said: “This is a significant 
step for the town. The estate rent charge has been a continual source of concern for 
residents with the double threat that the management company may seek to collect 
substantial back-payments and also have the ability to raise charges without any 
apparent checks and balances. This has even impacted on the ability of residents to 
sell their homes. On behalf of residents, the Town Council wants to take control of 
the estate rent charge once and for all”. 
 
The change would mean a move from a flat rate charge to a banded charge 
depending on the ratable value of each property. It would also mean that all 
households in Cranbrook contribute towards the maintenance of facilities within the 
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town’s boundaries whereas at present the estate rent charge is limited to those who 
purchase homes from the main consortium of developers.   
 
“We understand that some residents may feel this change is unfair” said Cllr Blakey, 
“but based on the savings which the Town Council can make and the fact that we 
feel that it is fairer for all households to contribute to the maintenance of public 
amenities and facilities, we believe that this is the right thing to do. In addition, 
including these costs within the council tax does provide an opportunity for those less 
able to pay to apply the current arrangements for council tax relief”. 
 
The Town Council is in continued talks with the consortium to reach a legal 
agreement whereby open spaces and other infrastructure assets are transferred into 
the ownership of the Town Council once they are completed and have passed 
through an initial twelve-month maintenance period. Prior to handover to the Town 
Council the developers remain responsible for maintenance and any associated 
costs. It is only after completion and a successful year of maintenance that the asset 
would become the responsibility of the Town Council.  
 
Both the developers and the Town Council are keen to reach an agreement. Cllr 
Kevin Blakey said: “Both parties want to get to the same place and are working on 
the basis that the agreement would provide a clean break between the current estate 
rent charge position and the future.” 
 
The Town Council has also prepared a question and answer sheet which is 
appended to this press release. 


