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MINUTES 
 
 

Meeting:   Town Council  
Date:   Monday, 8 January 2018 
Time:    7:00pm 
Venue:   Younghayes Centre, Younghayes Road, Cranbrook EX5 7DR 
 
 
Present  
Cllr Leslie Bayliss  
Cllr Kevin Blakey (in the Chair) 
Cllr Kim Bloxham 
Cllr Ray Bloxham 
Cllr Colin Buchan 
Cllr Sarah Gunn  
Cllr Sam Hawkins 
Cllr Phil Norgate 
Cllr Matthew Osborn 
Cllr Nick Partridge 
Cllr Barry Rogers 
 
In attendance  
Mr Paul Strange, Cranbrook Herald 
1 member of the public 
Mrs Sarah Jenkins, Town Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council 
 
 
18/1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Cllr Derek Atkinson, Cranbrook Town Council 
Cllr Eleanor Rylance, East Devon District Council 
 
 
18/2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
It was noted that all Councillors have a disclosable pecuniary interest in agenda item 9 regarding the transfer 
of open space and the obligations relating to the future maintenance of the open space which will be paid for 
through the Town Council precept rather than by means of the estate rent charge. 
 
The Town Clerk provided all Councillors with a dispensation to participate in and vote on agenda item 9 
[minute ref 18/9 below], as without this the number of persons prohibited from participating in this business 
would be so great a proportion of the meeting transacting the business as to impede an outcome. 
 
 
18/3 MINUTES  
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 18 December 2017 were accepted as a correct record. 
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18/4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
The member of the press queried whether or not Blenheims would be holding surgeries for residents to 
discuss the recent letters and estate rent charge bills with them directly.  It was noted that Blenheims are 
considering holding surgeries, but as yet no dates have been set. 
 
 
18/5 ESTATE RENT CHARGE 
 
It was noted that a number of concerns had been raised by residents regarding the recent letters from 
Blenheims and the estate rent charge bills.  In response the Town Council had issued a statement 
addressing those concerns and it was resolved that the statement be ratified.   
 
It was noted that a statement had also been issued by the Cranbrook Minister, Rev Lythan Nevard.  The 
Town Council thanked Rev Nevard for her assistance over the Christmas break. 
 
The Town Council had also arranged for a surgery to be held prior to this meeting, in addition to those 
already planned, to enable residents to discuss changes to the estate rent charge with Councillors on an 
individual basis.   
 
18/6 FUTURE DELIVERY OF PLAY PARKS 
 
A report had been circulated in advance. 
 
It was resolved to agree in principle that all future play park delivery will be by the Consortium working 
alongside the Town Council who, in turn, will be responsible for community consultation. 
 
It was also resolved to delegate authority to the Town Clerk working with the Asset Delivery Working Group 
to finalise negotiations with East Devon District Council and the Consortium to bring into effect these 
arrangements, including the drafting of the relevant deed of variation to the S.106 agreement. 
 
18/7 STREET TRADING 
 
A report had been circulated in advance regarding an application for a street trading licence for a mobile 
pizza van.  The Town Council noted that permission had now been given by the Consortium.   
 
Details of other current street traders would be forwarded to East Devon District Council as requested. 
 
18/8 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
Due to the sensitive or confidential nature of the following item it was resolved to exclude the press and 
public from the remainder of the meeting on the basis of Section 1 paragraph 2 of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 which stipulates that a council may, by resolution, exclude the public from 
a meeting (whether during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to 
the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special 
reasons stated in the resolution and arising from the nature of that business or of the proceedings. 
 
The member of the public and the member of the press left the meeting 
 
18/9 ESTATE RENT CHARGE 
 
Transfer of open spaces 

 
A report and draft copies of the agreements had been circulated in advance and were noted. 
 
It was resolved to approve the draft Agreement and the draft Extension Agreement to transfer the open 
space as specified therein to the Town Council, together with the obligations relating to future maintenance 
of the open space which will be paid for through the Town Council precept rather than by means of the 
estate rent charge.   
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It was resolved to authorise the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman to sign the Agreement and the Extension 
Agreement on behalf of the Town Council. 
 
It was resolved that the Town Council will take responsibility for those matters which are identified in the 
Agreement as outstanding once they have been satisfactorily completed and delivered. 
 
It was resolved to delegate responsibility to the Town Clerk working with the Asset Delivery Working Group 
to deal with any typographical and formatting errors only in the documents.   
 
Open space maintenance services 
 
A report had been circulated in advance. 
 
Following the approval given above, it was resolved to suspend the relevant provisions in Standing Orders 
and Financial Regulations to enable the Town Council to enter into a temporary interim arrangement for the 
provision of open space maintenance services.  It was also resolved that a procurement exercise be 
undertaken as soon as practicable to appoint a permanent contractor. 
 
It was resolved to delegate authority to the Town Clerk working with the Asset Delivery Working Group to 
agree arrangements with the current provider for the temporary interim provision of open space maintenance 
services in accordance with the quote supplied. 
 
It was resolved to appoint the Asset Delivery Working Group to commence work on a procurement exercise 
to ensure that there is no interruption to the delivery of open space maintenance services. 
 
18/10 COUNTRY PARK RESOURCE CENTRE 
 
A report had been circulated in advance. 
 
It was resolved to agree in principle that the Town Council will take ownership of the Country Park 
Resource Centre (CPRC) direct from the Consortium once it is delivered. 
 
It was resolved to inform East Devon District Council and to request that a draft of the relevant deed of 
variation be drawn up for consideration by the Town Council. 
 
It was resolved to delegate authority to the Town Clerk working with the Asset Delivery Working Group to 
enter into negotiations with East Devon District Council to determine the future role of the Country Park 
Ranger, their future employment arrangements and any associated deed of variation to bring forward 
changes as to how the remaining S.106 funding is delivered as a result of the direct transfer of the CPRC to 
the Town Council. 
 
18/11 CLOSE OF MEETING 
 
The meeting closed at 7.47pm. 
 


