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MINUTES 
 
 

Meeting:   Town Council  
Date:   Monday, 19 February 2018 
Time:    7:00pm 
Venue:   Younghayes Centre, Younghayes Road, Cranbrook EX5 7DR 
 
 
Present  
Cllr Derek Atkinson 
Cllr Leslie Bayliss  
Cllr Kevin Blakey (in the Chair) 
Cllr Kim Bloxham 
Cllr Ray Bloxham 
Cllr Colin Buchan  
Cllr Sarah Gunn 
Cllr Sam Hawkins 
Cllr Matthew Osborn 
Cllr Barry Rogers 
 
In attendance  
Mr Les Netherton – Healthy New Town Programme Director 
Ms Louise Cole – Healthy New Town Programme Manager 
Mr Paul Strange, Cranbrook Herald 
Mrs Sarah Jenkins, Town Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council 
 
 
18/34 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Cllr Phil Norgate, Cranbrook Town Council 
Cllr Nick Partridge, Cranbrook Town Council 
Mr Andy Wood, Exeter and East Devon Growth Point 
 
18/35 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr Ray Bloxham declared a personal interest in agenda item 5 (Healthy New Town Programme) as a 
member of the Healthy New Town Executive Board. 
 
18/36 MINUTES  
 
The minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 22 January 2018 were accepted as a correct record. 
 
18/37 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
No requests were made by members of the public to answer questions or give evidence in respect of the 
business on the agenda. 
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18/38 HEALTHY NEW TOWN PROGRAMME 
 
Mr Les Netherton, Programme Director, and Ms Louise Cole, Programme Manager, introduced themselves 
and outlined the Healthy New Town Programme.  The Programme would focus on new ways to deliver 
services in local areas and with an emphasis on people taking responsibility for their health. 
 
Cranbrook is one of ten Healthy New Towns in the current network with local delivery of the programme led 
by Devon County Council (Public Health) supported by an Executive Board.  The programme would be 
delivered around three key areas; the built environment, new models of care and community engagement. 

 
The four “Investable Propositions” were outlined:  
1. Communication of both strategic and local issues, with provision of three short films to set out a “sense of 
place”; 
2. Building resilience in the community - linking into the new models of care and management of one’s own 
wellbeing; 
3. Tapping into the existing cultural strategy - linking art, culture and health - Use of art installation(s) to 
provide water station(s); 
4. Setting out a learning model for National NHS guidance - documented and evidenced. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Netherton and Ms Cole for attending and they left the meeting at 7.26pm. 
 
 
18/39 DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCIL ISSUES 
 
Cllr Ray Bloxham reported on Devon County Council issues: 
 
Devon County Council budget 
The budget had been set on 15th February.  A Council Tax rise of 4.99% (2.99% plus 2% Social Care) had 
been agreed which equates to a Band D increase of £63.27 (£1.22 per week). 
 
Headlines: 

• Revenue Budget is just under £512 million 

• Extra £13 million for Adult care 

• Extra £6.5 million for Children 

• Extra £6.5 million for Highways 
 
Since the austerity programme started, DCC had taken £251 million out of its budget.  If DCC received the 
average County funding it would get an additional £211 million from central Government.  DCC currently 
receives £122.5 million.  DCC is one of the south west Councils to write to the Government to request fairer 
funding. 
 
For the forthcoming financial year Cllr Bloxham and Cllr Sara Randall-Johnson would both have an 
additional sum available for capital projects making £10,000 each for locality projects as now and a further 
£10,000 each from the “Invest in Devon” fund. 
 
Police and Crime Commissioner Councillor Advocates Scheme. 
There would be a small grants scheme available for the forthcoming financial year looking to award sums of 
money between £250 and £2,500 in support of projects aimed at tackling anti-social behaviour. The proposal 
was for an online application process to make submission easier.  The proposed model required the 
individual seeking the grant funding to get the support of their local council who would then apply to the 
Police and Crime Commissioner on their behalf.  It was proposed that part of the criteria would be the need 
for a contribution to be made from the supporting council (but not match funding).  More details were 
awaited.    
 
The final details of the Cllr Advocate Scheme were still awaited.   
 
Shared Cycle Way signage 
Shared cycle way / pedestrian signage had been installed along Tillhouse Road and Court Royal funded by 
the DCC Access Fund for Cranbrook. 
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Adoption and Station Maintenance issues 
Cllr Bloxham would meet with DCC Highways Officer Brian Hensley on Friday 23rd Feb. 
 
There was no report on District Council issues. 
 
18/40 REPORT FROM THE EXETER AND EAST DEVON GROWTH POINT AND EAST DEVON 
DISTRICT COUNCIL  
 
There was no report from the Exeter and East Devon Growth Point. 
 
18/41 REPORTED CRIME FIGURES 
 
It was noted that the Town Council had registered for the Devon Alert service.   
 
The reported crime figures to December 2017 had been circulated in advance and were noted as follows: 

• Anti-social behaviour – 4 

• Theft – 1 

• Public order – 2 

• Violence and sexual offences - 2 
 
18/42 AMENITIES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 5 February 2018 were adopted. 
 
18/43 EAST AND MID DEVON COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP 
 
The minutes of the first meeting of the Cranbrook Local Action Group (LAG) held on 24 January 2018 had 
been circulated in advance and were noted.   Cllr Kim Bloxham reported that the meeting had been well 
attended by representatives of partner organisations.  
 
18/44 ESTATE RENT CHARGE SURGERIES 
 
A report on the recent estate rent charge surgeries had been circulated in advance.  Two further surgeries 
had since been held, attended by one resident on 12 February and four residents on 17 February.   
 
The figures in the report regarding the cost of maintaining the Country Park were noted and it was agreed 
that residents should be made aware of these costs, the reason for them and the impact of this on the 
council tax.  It was noted that a letter from East Devon District Council would be sent out with Cranbrook 
council tax bills in March and further noted that the letter would not refer to EDDC’s decision not to adopt the 
Country Park. 
 
It was resolved that feedback on the outcome of the surgeries would be published in the media channels 
used by the Town Council and that the Town Council would write to East Devon District Council regarding 
the impact of their decision not to adopt the Country Park and the consequent pressure this had placed on 
the Town Council and Cranbrook residents. 
 
18/45 PLANNING APPLICATION 16/1826/MFUL 
 
The Town Council considered amended plans for the demolition of agricultural buildings and erection of 19 
dwellings, new access and estate road and ancillary works at South Whimple Farm Clyst Honiton Exeter 
EX5 2DY.  The amendments include provision of 5 affordable housing units (equating to 26% of the total 
number of dwellings proposed), repositioning of boundary walls to the front gardens and updated landscape 
plan. 
 
This is a revised application with the submission of amended plans and a re-worked design and access 
statement. 
 
When the Town Council last commented (24th January 2018 - having discussed the matter at Council on 
22nd January) the following concerns were raised in objecting. 
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The Town Council objects to the application on the following grounds: 

• The proposed path link to Three Corner Field does not appear to be deliverable by the applicant 

• The proposal is located in the countryside and contrary to Strategy 7 of the Local Plan 

• The proposal does not include provision for affordable homes and is contrary to Strategy 34 of the Local 
Plan 

• Access from the site to the B3174 is unacceptable in highway safety terms due to the proximity of the 
Younghayes Road roundabout 

• On-site parking provision is inadequate with no visitor parking which will lead to unnecessary on-street 
and on-verge parking and consequential damage to the street scene and loss of amenity for residents 

• No contribution towards open space 

• Lack of clarity about how the parcel will be heated and consequential concerns about how the parcel will 
contribute to the sustainability of the town. 

 
The revised scheme addresses some of these concerns: 
 
Affordable Housing 
The proposal now contains five affordable homes (26%).  The site is within the countryside and as such 
should attract 50% affordable housing, but the application has been subjected to viability testing with 26% 
being the correct figure. 
 
However, if the scheme is approved the applicant will enter into negotiations with Persimmon Homes to 
deliver the pedestrian link up to a maximum of £135,000 and if that is successful the affordable homes 
provision would revert to zero. 
 
Sustainability 
It has been agreed that the scheme would be connected to the district heating network. 
 
Parking 
Whilst there is still no visitor parking, opportunities for verge parking are designed out by the provision of a 
450mm high brick boundary with planting behind. 
 
It was resolved to object to the amended application for the following reasons: 

• Access from the site on to the B3174 is unacceptable given the proximity of the Younghayes Road 
roundabout and lack of visibility.  Vehicles leaving the roundabout will be accelerating away from the 
junction around a bend with limited visibility of vehicles emerging from the site.  This has to be 
considered in context of the future development of the Town with all vehicles moving to, from and 
through the town using the B3174.  In addition, most vehicles leaving Cranbrook turn to the west as 
Exeter and major connecting routes are all within that direction from the site.  It has been a principle that 
vehicle access to dwellings should be from the MLR and not the B3174 with direct access only for 
development with this being closed at first occupation or connection to the MLR whichever is the sooner.   

• The fact that the path link and affordable homes provision are counter dependent with one or the other 
not being provided. 

• No visitor parking provision - which will lead to parking in nearby streets causing loss of amenity for other 
residents. 

• No provision nor contribution for open space - contrary to Strategy 43 of the Local Plan which provides 
that developments of between 10-49 dwellings will be required to provide amenity open space on-site as 
per standards set out in the Local Plan. 
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18/46 ROCKBEARE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (SUBMISSION VERSION) 
 
The Town Council considered the Rockbeare Neighbourhood Plan (submission version) and agreed the 
following response: 
 
Cranbrook Town Council supports the aspirations set out in the Rockbeare Neighbourhood Plan Submission 
Version and in particular the desire of Rockbeare to maintain their individuality, sovereignty and separation 
including the presence of effective green wedges to prevent the risk of coalescence.  The Town Council 
stands by its original comments on the draft Rockbeare Neighbourhood Plan (Regulation 14 version) which 
are set out in the Consultation Statement at Appendix D. 
 
The consultation response form was approved for submission to East Devon District Council. 
 
18/47 SPORT ENGLAND 
 
Cllr Matt Osborn reported that discussions were ongoing regarding whether it would be feasible to deliver an 
upgraded sports pavilion as part of the Sport England programme, although there was concern that the 
timescale for delivery of the pavilion and the timing of the Sport England funding may not coincide.  
Alternative funding sources for the sports pavilion would be sought. 
 
Representatives from Sport England had met today with the local delivery team and further information 
would become available over the coming weeks as to how the programme would be rolled out. 
 
18/48 SUMMER ACTIVITIES PROGRAMME 
 
As Cllr Phil Norgate was not present a written report would be requested. 
 
18/49 MOVE A MILE A DAY IN CRANBROOK INITIATIVE 
 
Details of the Move a Mile a Day in Cranbrook initiative had been circulated in advance.  The Town Council 
agreed to support the project and several Members agreed to take part. 
 
18/50 CHARITY OF THE YEAR 2017-18 AND 2018-19 
 
It was resolved to approve a grant of £406.00 to Citizens Advice East Devon to increase the total amount 
donated for the year 2017-18 to £500.00. 
 
The Chairman reported on the background to the recommendation for Charity of the Year 2018-19 and 
provided details of the work of the Devon Freewheelers. 

 
It was resolved to approve the Devon Freewheelers as the Town Council’s Charity of the Year for 2018-19. 
 
18/51 GREAT WESTERN RAIL FRANCHISE CONSULTATION 
 
Details of the consultation had been circulated in advance.  It was resolved to approve the Town Council’s 
response as follows: 
 
Question 3:  
Cranbrook Town Council would wish to see the route between Exeter and Cranbrook added to the franchise 
in order to provide a second train per hour to the current hourly service.  This could be achieved by eg. the 
extension of the Barnstaple to Exeter service.   
 
The Town Council would also wish to see a second train per hour continuing to Honiton and Axminster 
through the provision of a passing loop. 
 
Question 5: 
Cranbrook Town Council believes that the Cranbrook to Exeter route would benefit from improvement to 
train frequencies.  As the new town is developed more residents will use the route to access employment 
and services in Exeter.  A half hourly service would primarily be needed at peak commute times on 
weekdays. 
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A later evening service would also benefit residents by providing improved access to the night time 
economy, whether for employment or recreational purposes. 
 
Question 10: 
Cranbrook Town Council believes that the current Great Western franchise should be enhanced to provide a 
second train per hour between Cranbrook and Exeter.  With a potential population of approximately 20,000, 
the town would benefit from a more frequent service to allow residents to access employment, services and 
leisure activities in Exeter. 
 
18/52 PARISHES TOGETHER 
 
It was resolved to appoint Cllr Sarah Gunn as lead Councillor with responsibility for researching potential 
projects and preparing Parishes Together funding applications. 
 
18/53 SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 
 
The Council approved the schedule of payments appended to these minutes. 
 
18/54 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
Due to the sensitive or confidential nature of the following item it was resolved to exclude the press and 
public from the remainder of the meeting on the basis of Section 1 paragraph 2 of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 which stipulates that a council may, by resolution, exclude the public from 
a meeting (whether during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to 
the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special 
reasons stated in the resolution and arising from the nature of that business or of the proceedings. 
 
The member of the press left the meeting 
 
18/55 ESTATE RENT CHARGE 
 
A copy of the engrossed Agreement had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  An amendment to the 
engrossed Agreement was discussed and the Agreement, as amended, was approved for signature by the 
Chairman and the Vice-Chairman. 
 
18/56 OPEN SPACE WASTE MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
 
It was resolved to suspend the relevant provisions in the Financial Regulations to enable the Town Council 
to enter into a temporary interim arrangement for the provision of open space waste management services. 
 
It was further resolved to delegate authority to the Town Clerk working with the Asset Delivery Working 
Group to agree arrangements with the current provider for the temporary interim provision of open space 
waste management services in accordance with the quotation provided.  The Town Council also resolved 
to undertake a procurement exercise as soon as practicable to appoint a permanent contractor. 
 
18/57 TRANSFER OF THE YOUNGHAYES CENTRE 
 
A draft Younghayes Centre business plan had been circulated in advance.  It was agreed that no further 
work could be undertaken until a definite date for the transfer of the building had been agreed. 
 
18/58 TOWN HALL 
 
The various options for progressing the delivery of the town hall were discussed and the preferred option 
was agreed.   
 
18/59 FINANCE SYSTEM 
 
A report with a recommendation had been circulated in advance.  It was resolved to purchase the 
recommended finance system which best fulfilled the requirements of the Town Council. 
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18/60 YOUTH SERVICE PROVISION 
 
The proposed Service Level Agreement with Youth Genesis Trust Ltd for the year 1 April 2018 to 31 March 
2019 had been circulated in advance.  It was agreed that the wording regarding the frequency of both the 
indoor and street-based provision should be clarified.  It was resolved to approve the Agreement, subject to 
the requested clarification being obtained, and to authorise the Chairman to sign it on behalf of the Town 
Council. 
 
18/61 CLOSE OF MEETING 
 
The meeting closed at 8.51pm. 
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CRANBROOK TOWN COUNCIL                                                                                                                               
AGENDA ITEM NO. 20 
19 FEBRUARY 2018 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS 
 
 

Date 
 

Invoice From Description Total 
Incl. VAT 

£  

25/01/2018  Cathy Hill – Expenses January 2018 £18.96 

30/01/2018 EDDC - 40048525 Room hire £94.00 

30/01/2018 EDDC - 40048524 Room hire £180.00 

31/01/2018 Ladds of Crediton - 
64474 

Quarterly IT support January to March 2018 £139.68 

31/01/2018 Firewatch Signs - 
129078 

Supply and fit shared pedestrian/cycle signs - 
£586.00 to be paid by DCC 

£703.20 

01/02/2018 Apollo IT  Set up email hosting and ongoing support 
November 2017 to February 2018 

£1,492.80 

05/02/2018 Parish Notice Board 
Co  

Balance of payment for YHC external 
noticeboard 

£870.00 

08/02/2018 MJ & GM 
Accountancy 
Services 

Payroll services February 2018 £18.00 

12/02/2018  Cllr Kevin Blakey – Expenses Feb 2018 – 
refreshments for meeting with contractor 

£14.85 

19/02/2018 See the Light Broadband and telephony February 2018 £58.32 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Staffing Costs 

    

 n/a Salaries for February 2018 £4,648.83 

 n/a HMRC Income Tax and employer and 
employees’ National Insurance Contributions 

£372.41 

 n/a Employer and employees’ contributions to 
Local Government Pension Scheme 
(Peninsula Pensions) 

£1,316.79 

 


