
 

 
NOTES OF PRIVATE INFORMAL SESSIONS 

 
Meeting: Town Council 
Date:  Monday, 23 October 2017 
Time:  6.00pm 
Venue:  Younghayes Centre, 169 Younghayes Road, Cranbrook EX5 7DR 
 
Present 
Cllr Les Bayliss 
Cllr Kevin Blakey (in the Chair) 
Cllr Kim Bloxham 
Cllr Ray Bloxham 
Cllr Matt Osborn 
 
Also present 
Tony Brown (Galliford Try Partnerships) 
Shelley Fowler (DCH) 
Mark Crosby (Consensus Communications) 
Sarah Jenkins, Town Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council 
   
Cllr Ray Bloxham advised that notes would be taken which would remain confidential until a planning 
application had been submitted.  The notes would then be made public.  The Town Council would 
reserve judgment on the proposals until the planning application was submitted, and no comments 
should be taken to infer support or otherwise by the Town Council for the proposals. 
  
Mr Brown outlined the joint venture partnership between Galliford Try and DCH.  DCH will also be 
taking a joint interest in the open market homes. 
  
Two pre-app meetings with EDDC have been held and submission of the planning application is 
imminent. 
  
Paper copies of the proposed development were tabled.  The site is part of the original outline consent 
and has been allocated for 180 homes.  The proposed mix of housing is 30% affordable, 10% 
affordable by design, 60% open market.  The proposed plans showed an area of open space outside 
the site boundary with the developers seeking a covenant that this will remain. 
  
Details of the proposals were discussed as follows: 
  

• The development will have three junctions with the MLR 
• Frontage of the MLR will be a different design to the rest of the development with all parking to 

the rear 
• All properties to have two parking spaces except one bedroomed flats which will have one 

parking space 
• Garages to be 6m x 3m 
• Parking spaces to be 2.4m x 4.8m 
• The appearance of the houses will be tenure blind 

  
Members of the Town Council made the following comments: 
  

• The Town Council noted the proposed parking courts to the rear of properties and advised 
that in practice residents do not make use of these spaces 

• The Town Council would prefer to see well designed frontages to the MLR rather than a bland 
or uniform appearance including a range of different house types and varied colour palette 



• The storage of refuse bins should be shown in the design as experience shows that 
inadequate or poorly designed storage areas may lead to the accumulation of bins / recycling 
containers being left out beyond collection days 

• There have also been issues regarding access for refuse collection lorries due to residents not 
using designated parking spaces  

• There is a need for accessible isolation valves for the District Heating System in each property 
• The Town Council would prefer to see very small areas of open space and grass service 

strips designed out as these are difficult and costly to maintain in addition to designing out 
opportunities for verge parking 

• The Town Council referred to the public health data for Cranbrook and highlighted aspects of 
the social demographic which were a cause for concern 

  
The meeting closed at 6.55pm. 

 
*** 

  
Meeting: Town Council 
Date:  Monday, 22 January 2018 
Time:  6.00pm 
Venue:  Younghayes Centre, 169 Younghayes Road, Cranbrook EX5 7DR 
 
Present 
Cllr Les Bayliss 
Cllr Kevin Blakey (in the Chair) 
Cllr Kim Bloxham 
Cllr Ray Bloxham 
Cllr Sarah Gunn 
Cllr Phil Norgate 
Cllr Barry Rogers 
 
Also present 
Tony Brown (Galliford Try Partnerships) 
Mark Crosby (Consensus Communications) 
Sarah Jenkins, Town Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council 
 
Cllr Ray Bloxham advised that notes would be taken which would remain confidential until a planning 
application had been submitted.  The notes would then be made public.  The Town Council would 
reserve judgment on the proposals until the planning application was submitted and no comments by 
the Town Council should be taken to infer support or otherwise for the proposals. 
 
Mr Brown advised that contracts had been exchanged with a view to acquiring the land in March.  It is 
anticipated that a planning application would be submitted in February, but more work is yet to be 
done. 
 
Three pre-app meetings with EDDC had been held. 
 
A paper copy of the proposed site layout was tabled.  The proposal is still for 180 homes with 30% 
affordable 10% affordable by design, 60% open market with a mix of 2,3 & 4 bedroom homes (50% to 
be 4 bedroom).  Plans for the public open space adjoining, but not part of the site, would be provided 
by the Consortium. 
 
Details of the proposals were discussed as follows: 
 

• Courtyard parking must be provided to the rear of properties; the design incorporates smaller 
courtyards; the majority of properties have 2 parking spaces, with the exception of 1 bedroom 
flats 

• Bin storage provision would be provided off road in areas accessible for collection by refuse 
lorries 

• It was noted that the Town Council would prefer to see isolated areas of grass / open space 
designed out for ease of maintenance once the areas had been transferred to the Council 

• It was also noted that the Town Council wishes to prevent residents parking on verges 

• Where possible, areas of green open space should be conveyed to householders 



• The Town Council would prefer visitor parking to be provided on the grassed edge of the 
public open space, otherwise a knee rail should be installed  

 
It was noted that a copy of the submission layout would be sent to neighbouring properties and a 
public consultation would be held in the Younghayes Centre foyer. 
 
The Town Council requested that the developers make clear to prospective buyers that a LEAP would 
be installed in the public open space. 
 
It was noted that there is an issue with heat distribution in 3 storey homes and some larger properties.  
The Town Council recommended that the developers discuss the issue with E.on. 
 
The meeting closed at 6.45pm. 
 

 


