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MINUTES  
 
Committee:  Amenities Committee 
Date and Time: Monday, 26th November 2018, 7pm 
Venue:   Younghayes Centre, 169 Younghayes Road EX5 7DR  
 
Present  
Cllr Kevin Blakey 
Cllr Kim Bloxham 
Cllr Colin Buchan 
Cllr Matt Osborn 
Cllr Barry Rogers (in the Chair) 
 
Also Present  
Cathy Hill, Executive Assistant, Cranbrook Town Council 
 
A/18/61 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
No apologies had been received. 
 
A/18/62 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
A/18/63 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 24 September were accepted as a correct record.   
 
A/18/64 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
No requests were made by members of the public (none present) to answer questions or give evidence in 
respect of the business on the agenda. 
 
A/18/65 DAISY SWINGS IN ST MARTIN’S PLAY PARK 
 
The Chair explained and the Committee noted that, since the previous meeting, there had been a seasonal 
improvement in ground conditions such that the removed swing could simply be rehung at no cost to the 
Council. This meant neither a costly reinstatement involving groundwork, nor a new replacement swing unit 
were now needed. The equipment would, however, continue to be monitored via weekly inspections. 
 
A/18/66 BUDGET SETTING 

 
The Chair drew the Committee’s attention to the Draft Budget for 2019-20 and the Budget Proposals 2019-
20 documents which had been circulated before the meeting and requested its response regarding 
Amenities related items. The Committee noted the provision for a Handyperson had been taken out of the 
budget but was content that budget planning was appropriate and on track. 
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A/18/67 PROGRESS TOWARDS IMPLEMENTING PLAY PARK MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 
The Committee received and accepted the update regarding progress towards implementing the Play Park 
Management Report and Policy. 
 
A/18/68 CRANBROOK STATION ARTWORK 
 
The Committee received a verbal report from Cllr Blakey. Over 40 pieces of attractive and varied artwork had 
been submitted by pupils from the Cranbrook Education Campus (none from Youth Genesis or St Martin’s, 
the latter due to staff constraints). These had been shortlisted to 16 entries and the winning 12 had been 
selected from these. The names of the winning entrants had been communicated to the Cranbrook 
Education Campus and the artwork sent to Taylor Wimpey for the production of the posters. The Chair 
expressed the view that all the entrants should be congratulated. It is planned to display the first set of 6 
posters next month and it would be important to mark the occasion with a photoshoot to provide recognition 
both of the winners and of the collaboration. It was suggested one of the 12 winning entries could be 
displayed on the Town Council’s website each month, to provide additional visibility. 
 
It was agreed office staff would provide assistance with the photoshoot if required and would upload 
images to the website in due course. 
 
A/18/69 BBQ WORKING GROUP 
 
The Committee received a verbal report from Cllr Blakey regarding work to progress the provision of BBQs 
for the town. Cllr Blakey explained the Working Group had wanted to source a local provider, though that 
had proved difficult. A quote had, however, subsequently been forthcoming from a Devon based company 
for the provision and installation of two BBQ units at £1825.00 + VAT. The Committee was supportive of the 
Working Group’s recommendation to proceed on this basis and noted this would now be considered by Full 
Town Council, which would make the decision about whether to proceed. The Committee noted a location or 
locations would need to be determined and expressed a wish to see the BBQs ordered in time to be installed 
by April 2019.  
 
The meeting closed at 7.25pm. 


