
Headline Statistics 

 Established in May 2015 

 12 Councillors, 8 elected,  

3 co-opted, 1 vacancy 

 Budget:£113,355.00  

 Employs 1.6 FTE staff 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Vision 
 

We see Cranbrook Town Council as a 
modern organisation which strives to be 
open to all, transparent and responsive. 
We pride ourselves in working with and 

for people in order to help create a place 
where everyone feels part of a strong, 

prosperous and vibrant community. We 
want Cranbrook to be a safe, clean and 
green environment where everyone is 

proud to live and bring up their families. 

 Annual Report 
2015-16 

AMENITIES COMMITTEE 

The Amenities Committee has been working incredibly hard with 

partners to resolve issues affecting the town and to propose 

suggestions for improvements to its existing and future 

infrastructure, including revisions to Phase 1, street scene, 

landscaping, play areas, the Country Park and the train station. 

Regular meetings bring together every organisation involved in the 

development of Cranbrook and these have led to, e.g. 

 

 daily working contact with the Consortium to ensure swift 

response to issues as they arise 

 IFNL (See the Light) holding surgeries in the town and 

communicating options in the choice of service providers  

 E.ON identifying and resolving generic issues with the district 

heating 

 an unauthorised path in the Country Park along Oakbeer 

Orchard being removed and reinstated in its originally intended 

position 

 improvements to traffic calming in Barn Orchard 

 street lights in various streets being repaired  

 

Committee Structure 

 

Finance & Personnel 
Committee  

 
The Finance & Personnel 
Committee developed the 
Council’s first-ever budget 
for 2016-17, monitored 
expenditure and established 
the Council’s first community 
grants scheme. The first two 
grants were awarded in 
March 2016 to the football 
and running clubs. 

Planning Committee 
 

Cranbrook Town Council is consulted on all planning 
applications relating to Cranbrook and the surrounding 

parishes. With so much development going on, the Planning 
Committee has been very busy considering e.g. the outline 

planning applications relating to the proposed eastern, 
western and southern expansion areas covering up to 4,120 

additional homes, and the application for 250 homes at 
Farlands, London Road, Whimple. 

For any further information please contact Janine Gardner, Town Clerk, on tel. 07746 909933, email clerk@cranbrooktowncouncil.gov.uk. 
Agendas, minutes and a load of other useful information is available on our website at www.cranbrooktowncouncil.com or Facebook page at www.facebook.com/cranbrooktowncouncil. 
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Town Council’s Involvement 
 
There’s never a dull moment here! During the year, the Town Councillors 
certainly rolled their sleeves up and got involved in:   

 being consulted on the Local Plan which includes the proposal to 
include up to 30 gypsy and traveller sites in the town 

 the Master Planning process for the town’s future development  

 negotiating the provision of the youth service locally 

 the transfer the Younghayes Centre to the Town Council  

 the adoption of the highways and public open spaces  
 
At the beginning of December 2015, the Town Council welcomed its first 
two permanent members of staff, following the departure of an interim 
consultant who oversaw the Council’s creation.  

mailto:clerk@cranbrooktowncouncil.gov.uk
http://www.cranbrooktowncouncil.com/
http://www.facebook.com/cranbrooktowncouncil


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Infrastructure 
 
The Town Council owns the 
solar panels installed on the 
Younghayes Centre. Since 
installation on 1 July 2015 
until 31 March 2016, 3.4 
tonnes of carbon dioxide 
have been saved, as well as 
generating an income 
stream for the Council which 
we will reinvest in 
community grants. 

As well as serving on the 
Council, its committees and 
working groups, the councillors 
are active on outside bodies:  
 

- Airport Consultancy Group 

- Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
East Devon  

- Parishes Together 

- Masterplan meetings  

- Chartered Association of 
Building Engineers (CABE) 
business meetings 

- Cranbrook Delivery Partners 

- ad-hoc functions, e.g. 
presentation panel for the 
new Minister for Cranbrook  

 

We hold the General 
Power of Competence… 
 

…which gives us the power to 
do anything an individual can 
do, provided it is not prohibited 
by other legislation. This 
enables us to do more for the 
community, e.g. lease a 
community defibrillator. 

Defibrillator 
 

We leased a defibrillator for four 
years from March 2016 onwards 
which is located on the outside 
wall of the Younghayes Centre 

for public use 24/7. 
 

Cranbrook Community Partnership 
 

“The Cranbrook Community Partnership seeks to provide a platform 

for residents and partner organisations to identify, coordinate and 
tackle issues affecting Cranbrook residents’ quality of life or any local 
issues which do not relate to the quality of the built environment, e.g. 
antisocial behaviour or dog fouling. The Partnership has been working 

towards a better youth service provision as well as a dog fouling 
education campaign involving the local primary school children. 

Town Councillors  
are volunteers who are 
not paid a salary or an 

allowance and who work 
hard to improve life and 

services in  
Cranbrook. 

In March 2016, 

Cranbrook Town 

Council launched the 

first of the annual 

Cranbrook Young 

Citizen of the Year 

awards together with 

the Cranbrook Herald 

to celebrate the 

young person or 

people who made the 

biggest contribution 

to Cranbrook during 

the year. 

For any further information please contact Janine Gardner, Town Clerk, on tel. 07746 909933, email clerk@cranbrooktowncouncil.gov.uk. 
Agendas, minutes and a load of other useful information is available on our website at www.cranbrooktowncouncil.com or Facebook page at www.facebook.com/cranbrooktowncouncil. 
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Vision… Explained  

Our councillors are, generally speaking, younger 
than average and have ambitious plans for the 
Town Council and the community.   
 
We aspire to be a leader of the development in 
the town and are working hard together with 
partner organisations to shape the town’s future, 
including an inviting and attractive town centre, 
to propose suggestions for improvement to 
existing and future infrastructure, and to resolve 
outstanding issues affecting the town. We are 
also looking to start managing assets over the 
life of this Council, including:   
 

- the Younghayes Centre  

- a multi-purpose Town Hall  

- public toilets  

- parks and open spaces  

- car parks  

- skate park 

- allotments 
 
We are also looking to provide many services, 
including hosting social events and festivals, 
community competitions and opportunities for 
young people. 
 
We are non-political and non-religious, and we 
serve all members of the community, regardless 
of their age, race, sex, national origin, religion, 
disability or sexual orientation. 

The Asset Delivery 
Working Group… 

 

… works together with other 

public, private and voluntary 
sector partners to facilitate and 

secure the delivery of 
community assets, facilities and 

services, e.g. the Younghayes 
Centre, play and skate parks 
and public open spaces, all of 

which are currently owned and 
managed by various partners. 

 

” 
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