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MINUTES  
 
Committee:  Amenities Committee 
Date and Time: Monday, 30 September, 7:00pm 
Venue:   Younghayes Centre, 169 Younghayes Road EX5 7DR  
 
Present  
Cllr Barry Rogers (in the chair) 
Cllr Les Bayliss  
Cllr Kim Bloxham  
Cllr Colin Buchan  
Cllr Robin Eagle 
Cllr Matthew Osborn  
 
Also Present  
Cllr Ray Bloxham, Cranbrook Town Council 
Tracy Simmons, Cranbrook Town Council 
 
A/19/23 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
No apologies for absence were received. 
 
A/19/24 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
No declarations of interest were made. 
 
A/19/25 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 12 August 2019 were accepted as a correct record.  
 
A/19/26 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
No members of the public were in attendance. 
 
A/19/27 REPORT ON BALES AS BIOMASS FUEL 
 
The Committee heard a verbal report from Cllr Les Bayliss on the grass bales from the Country 
Park being used as biomass fuel. The Exeter Energy Recovery Facility would be unable to burn 
the bales as it was only set up to bio-digest maize. 
 
A/19/28 APPLICATION FOR WOODLAND CREATION PLANNING GRANT 
 
The Committee heard a verbal report from Cllr Barry Rogers, following the Amenities Committee 
on 12 August 2019 (ref. minute A/19/20), where the Committee agreed to apply for a grant fund to 
help with the design of a new woodland in the Country Park, the Woodland Research and 
Development Grant (RDG). The report included the application process and the progress made so 
far. 
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One of the grant application conditions included the planting of 70% of trees to be grown for 
commercial purposes. The Committee was concerned that this condition was not the best course 
of action and goes against the Town Council’s plans for tree planting.  
 
The Committee discussed that the Country Park was an asset to the town for leisure, flood control 
and ecological diversity. They commented that any tree planting should benefit and enhance these 
features. 
 
It was noted that this was a report on the progress so far and that this grant funding needed to be 
researched further, before any decision(s) could be made.  

             
A/19/29 APPROVAL OF TREE PLANTING IN PHASE 1 OF THE COUNTRY PARK 
 
The Committee reviewed an application from East Devon District Council requesting consent for 
trees to be planted in Phase 1 of the Country Park south of the B3174. The proposal was to plant 
around 800 trees in the nature reserve, on just over a hectare of land. A delivery team had been 
set up for this project which Cllr Barry Rogers would form part of as well as officers from East 
Devon District Council. 
 
The Committee voiced concerns regarding the cost of the project. It was noted that this project 
would be fully funded by the Woodland Trust and an application to the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Kim Bloxham, seconded by Cllr Matt Osborn and resolved to  
 

a) support the principle of tree planting in the nature reserve in the Country Park. 
b) support, in principle, the bid for funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 
c) request confirmation that there would be no cost to the Town Council. 
d) request a report from the delivery team in due course. 

 
A/19/30 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
Due to the sensitive or confidential nature of the following items it was proposed by Cllr Les Bayliss, 
seconded by Cllr Matt Osborn and resolved to exclude the press and public from the remainder of 
the meeting on the basis of Section 1 paragraph 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960 which stipulates that a council may, by resolution, exclude the public from a meeting 
(whether during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to 
the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other 
special reasons stated in the resolution and arising from the nature of that business or of the 
proceedings. 
 
A/19/31 ST MARTINS PLAY PARK ROTATOR BASKET  
 
The Committee reviewed the options relating to the unusable rotator basket in the St Martin’s play 
area. 
 
The Committee discussed that the products offered may cause similar issues in the future. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Kim Bloxham, seconded by Cllr Les Bayliss and resolved to 
 

a) make the area safe. 
b) defer the decision on a replacement item and combine any play park items which needed 

replacement to consolidate costs. 
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A/19/32 INSTALLATION OF A BENCH IN THE ORCHARD SOUTH OF THE B3174 
 
The Committee considered the installation of benches in Phase 1 of the Country Park south of the 
B3174.  
It was proposed by Cllr Kim Bloxham, seconded by Cllr Robin Eagle and resolved to  
 

a) relocate the bench from Phase 2 of the Country Park to halfway along the path in the 
orchard Phase 1 of the Country Park. 

b) investigate procuring a bench made of recycled materials with a backrest, to be located at 
the head of the path. 

c) delegate to the Chairman of the Committee and the Deputy Clerk to decide on the 
specification of a new bench for which the Council may be able to apply for grant funding.  

 
 

 
The meeting closed at 8:11pm. 


