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MINUTES 
 

 
Committee:   Amenities Committee 
Date:   Monday, 29 March 2021 
Time:    7:02 pm 
Venue:   Zoom 
 
Present 
 
Cllr Barry Rogers (Chair) 
Cllr Les Bayliss  
Cllr Kim Bloxham  
Cllr Ray Bloxham 
Cllr Colin Buchan  
 
Also Present  
 
Cllr Kevin Blakey, Cranbrook Town Council 
Joanna Stephenson, Property Administrator, Cranbrook Town Council 

Tracy Simmons, Deputy Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council 
 
A/21/10 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Matt Osborn. 
 
A/21/11 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 
Cllr Barry Rogers declared a disclosable pecuniary interest with regards to Agenda Items 9, 10 and 
11 by virtue of being an allotment holder. Cllr Barry Rogers would leave the meeting for these items. 
 
A/21/12 MINUTES 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Kim Bloxham, seconded by Cllr Colin Buchan, and resolved to accept and 
sign the minutes of the meeting held on 8 February 2021 as a correct record. 
 
A/21/13 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 
A/21/14 BARBECUE UPDATE 
 

The Committee received a verbal update on the installation of the Barbecues in the Country Park. It 

was confirmed that the barbecues had been ordered from the supplier and were currently being 

manufactured. A site visit had been arranged for the 1 April 2021 to assess ground conditions and to 

arrange installation of the barbecues. 

 

The bins had also been ordered from the supplier and were delivered on the 25 March 2021; 

installation had been arranged by Tony Benger Landscaping for the week commencing 6 April 2021. 

East Devon District Councils Street Scene had been informed of the new bin’s locations and were 

awaiting confirmation of their installation before starting to collect waste from these bins. 
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A/21/15 CCTV UPDATE 
 
The Committee received a verbal update on the installation of CCTV at the Younghayes Centre. The 
CCTV installation was completed on the 16 February 2021. Office staff received their training on 
operating the system on the 1 March 2021 and were given access to review the CCTV data. 
 
Since then, two incidents had already occurred that the CCTV was able to capture and the Council 
had been able to provide the Police with copies of footage, to aid in their enquiries. 
 
The Committee questioned if further training would be required to operate the CCTV system. It was 
clarified that any training would only need to be ad-hoc as the system was quite intuitive and simple 
to use.  
 
The Committee questioned whether a person needed to be appointed as a Data Controller for the 
CCTV and gain any additional training for this. It was clarified that the system installed did not need 
to be monitored 24 hour a day as it had the ability to self-monitor and search for data. It was further 
questioned whether the Town Clerk is a Data Controller and if so any certification relating to this 
would be checked and displayed where necessary. 
 
A/21/16 FISHING IN THE COUNTRY PARK 
 
The Committee considered the report on fishing in the Country Park SuDS, drainage basins and the 
Cranny Brook. 
 
A member of the Exeter & District Angling Association had sent through some information prior to the 

meeting; the Exeter & District Angling Association had visited the site along with a member of the 

Environment Agency.  

The advice given was that there should not be fish in the drainage system so it would appear they had 

either been put in by someone or via spawn on birds’ feet. As a drainage system can be dry during 

the summer months the system could dry out leaving a problem of fish in distress. With this in mind 

fishing in the Cranbrook Country Park was not something the Exeter & District Angling Association 

wanted to be involved with. 

 

The Committee noted that this agenda item had been raised due to people fishing in the Country 
park and driving on the paths to gain access to the areas. It was clarified that a large stone had put 
into place on the 29 March 2021 to prevent vehicular access to the country park. 
 
It was noted that the primary functions of the Country Park were: 
 

- As a nature reserve to support and enhance the local biodiversity through landscaping and 
habitat creation;  

- As an open space to provide a safe recreational and leisure resource for residents and 
visitors;  

- As a flood defence for the town to assimilate the Sustainable Drainage System (SuDS) and 
flood compensation requirement for the development.  

 
As the Country Park is an open space to provide a safe recreational and leisure resource for residents 
and visitors it would be contradictory to make certain aspects restrictive and exclusive. Furthermore, 
fishing would remove a food source for wildlife and one of the primary functions is to promote 
biodiversity, not promote an activity which would remove a food source.  
 
It was noted that individuals can only fish if they have a valid fishing licence and the landowner’s 
permission.  
 
The Committee questioned if signage should be provided informing the community that fishing is not 
allowed in the Country Park if that was the decision made, or should social media and the website be 
utilised. The Committee discussed that signage should be avoided if possible and the Council should 
make use of the noticeboards in the Country park as well as social media and the website.  
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It was noted that the Country Park Ranger was in the process of updating the Use of The Country 
Park and Public Open Spaces document and that if fishing is not allowed it should be include this into 
this. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Kim Bloxham, seconded by Cllr Colin Buchan and resolved to not allow 
fishing in the Country Park. 
 
A/21/17 RESOURCE AND WASTE STRATEGY FOR DEVON AND TORBAY PROPOSED 
RESPONSE 
 
The Committee considered the proposed response to the Resource and Waste Strategy for Devon 
And Torbay. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Ray Bloxham, seconded by Cllr Les Bayliss and resolved to submit the 
proposed response as written.  
 
Cllr Barry Rogers left the room for the next three agenda items, Cllr Colin Buchan acted as the Chair 
for the next three items. 
 
A/21/18 ALLOTMENT PLOT SIZE  
 
The Committee considered the report on plot sizes at the Crannaford allotment site.  
 
The Property Administrator clarified that this report was raised following a training session with the 
Ottery St Mary Allotment management team and how they manage their allotments. Ottery St Mary 
find some people struggle to maintain a half plot size, but still want the benefits of an allotment.  
 
The Committee discussed how the plots would be divided, it was noted that consideration would be 
needed to ensure all plots were accessible without walking over another tenant’s plot. The Committee 
noted it would be good to see if quarter plots work moving forward to help alleviate the waiting list.  
 
The Committee established that this must be on a voluntary basis and that there was no pressure on 
any tenant to take up this offer. However, any tenant could take up this offer on a voluntary basis. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Ray Bloxham, seconded by Cllr Kim Bloxham and resolved to allow tenants 
to reduce the plot size at Crannaford Allotments for tenants who were agreeable to quarter plots. 
 
A/21/119 ALLOTMENT CULTIVATION  
 
The Committee considered the report on cultivation at the Crannaford allotment site. The report 
included an update of the current Conditions of Rental to include the reduction of the cultivation 
expectation and to include agenda item 9 if approved. 
 
The Committee questioned the alterations in the Conditions of Rental related to dwarf [or step-over] 
fruit trees. The current Conditions of Rental only stated dwarf stock [or step-over] fruit trees were 
permitted but no height limit was provided. The alteration set a height limit to be put onto all trees of 
2.5 meters. Tenants who have fruit trees that have grown above 2.5 meters will be served a notice 
instructing them to prune the trees to an acceptable height. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Les Bayliss, seconded by Cllr Kim Bloxham and resolved to 

 
a) reduce the cultivation levels to 75% and approve section 5. Cultivation and Weed Control  

b) update the current Conditions of Rental  

c) approve the standard letter for inspection shortfalls  

d) approve the standard letter for initiating the termination process 
e) approve the quarter plots alterations to the Conditions or Rental as per Minute Ref. A/21/118 
 
A/21/20 CRANNAFORD COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT  
 
The Committee considered the report regarding a Crannaford Community Allotment.  
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It was clarified that two plots became free at the end of this year, one had already been allocated, but 
the other was vacant. The vacant plots’ location was clarified as the second plot in, plot number 15. 
 
The Committee noted that there were a number of issues relating to the planning conditions for the 
allotment site. Firstly, it was noted that planning permission had only been granted for a communal 
shed on a specific plot, which was not the plot currently vacant. If a communal shed was to be erected 
on a different plot, a planning application may need to be submitted. Secondly, the planning condition 
only granted permission for a communal shed if demand came from the tenants, not from the Council. 
 
The Committee discussed that there was a long waiting list for an allotment and felt it would be 
inappropriate to remove a plot from someone on the waiting list for Council use.  
 
The Committee discussed the costs for a shed of the size proposed and felt it was of high cost 
compared to benefit. The security of a shed was also questioned as the area was not currently well 
supervised, and the security of the equipment stored inside was doubted. Furthermore, large sheds 
can attract and act as a nesting space for rats which would not be appropriate at an allotment site. 
 
The Committee agreed that the Country Park Ranger required additional storage for her equipment, 
as well as an area to serve as a community facility for a tree nursery, for later planting projects in the 
country park and greater Cranbrook. The Committee agreed with the principle of the idea for a 
community garden to provide a vegetable garden for those in the community who would benefit from 
outdoor activity, learning how to grow and tend to plants, but did not feel the allotment site was 
appropriate for this.  
 
Concerns were also raised that if the Country Park Ranger was based at the allotment site, she may 
face complaints from tenants while on the site. Any complaints should be dealt with through the Office 
in a formal manner and it would not be appropriate to put the Country Park Ranger in that position. 
 
The Committee commented that if a community garden is brought forward then the disabilities act 
would need to be taken into consideration to ensure any community garden was fully accessible. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Ray Bloxham, seconded by Cllr Les Bayliss and resolved that 
 
a) the proposal for a community garden at Crannaford allotments site was not supported 
b) the principle of creating a community garden elsewhere in the town was supported 
c) further proposals are brought forward to create a community garden in Cranbrook 
d) further proposals are brought forward to provide sufficient storage for the Country Park 

Rangers equipment at the Younghayes Centre 
 
A/21/21 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
Due to the sensitive or confidential nature of the following item it was proposed by Cllr Ray Bloxham, 
seconded by Cllr Les Bayliss and resolved to exclude the press and public from the remainder of the 
meeting on the basis of Section 1 paragraph 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
which stipulates that a council may, by resolution, exclude the public from a meeting (whether during 
the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special reasons stated 
in the resolution and arising from the nature of that business or of the proceedings. 
 
Cllr Barry Rogers re-joined the meeting. (due to a technical issue Cllr Barry Rogers was unable to re-
join for agenda item 12) 
 
A/21/22 NORTHWOOD ACRES SWINGS - GROUND SURFACE 
 
The Committee considered the report on the ground conditions under Northwood Acres Swings. 
 
The Committee discussed that the surfacing at Northwood acres had received numerous complaints 
from residents. The Committee noted that the surfacing in place was not sufficient and needed a more 
suitable surfacing material which would be more robust and effective. 
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The Committee questioned why full quotations had not been sought but only guide prices provided. It 
was clarified that this was due to time constraints and a specialist team needed to carry out a survey 
in order to accurately quote for resurfacing the area.  
 
The Committee questioned the guarantees and life span of the surfacing and requested this be 
included in any quotations. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Ray Bloxham, seconded by Cllr Kim Bloxham and recommended that 
 

a) the area under the swings at Northwood Acres Play area be resurfaced 
b) the Council budget up to £7,000.00 for these resurfacing works 
c) the Council obtain full quotations for these works including guarantees and the life span of the 

surfacing for consideration at the next Full Council meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.08 pm. 


