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MINUTES 
 
Committee:   Amenities Committee 
Date:   Monday, 14 March 2022 
Time:    7:00pm 
Venue:   Younghayes Centre, 169 Younghayes Road EX5 7DR 
 
Present 
 
Cllr Barry Rogers (Chair) 
Cllr Les Bayliss  
Cllr Kim Bloxham  
Cllr Ray Bloxham 
Cllr Colin Buchan    
Cllr David Foster 
 
Also Present  
  
Cllr Kevin Blakey, Cranbrook Town Council 
Alexandra Robinson, Deputy Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council 
 
A/22/11 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
No apologies for absence were received. 
 
A/22/12 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
No declarations of interest were made. 
 
A/22/13 MINUTES 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Ray Bloxham, seconded by Cllr Colin Buchan and resolved to accept and 
sign the minutes of the meeting held on 31 January 2022 as a correct record. 
 
A/22/14 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 
A/22/15 AMENITIES MONITORING REPORT 
 
The Chairman invited Cllr. Kim Bloxham to update on item (23) of the report and the Committee noted 
that the works to Shareford Way had now been completed. 
 
The Council noted the amenities monitoring report. 
 
A/22/16 RE-NAMING AREAS OF COUNTRY PARK 

 
The Committee considered a report regarding the re-naming of the three areas of the Country Park.  
Since the development of the Country Park, the areas have been referred to as Phase 1, 2 and 3. 
However, now that it is established it is appropriate to re-name them. The Country Park Ranger 
sought views from the Community as to potential names for each of the three areas.  Following a 
discussion about the selection of names, it was proposed by Cllr. Kim Bloxham , seconded by Cllr. 
Colin Buchan and resolved to  
 
a) To rename the areas of the Country Park currently referred to as Phase 1, 2 and 3 with the 

following names, as taken from Tithe Maps:  
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Phase 1 – Great Meadow  

Phase 2 – Long Meadow  

Phase 3 – Stone Meadow and 

b) Make use of existing Country Park Noticeboards (five) with updated site location maps to identify 

the named areas of the Country Park. 

A/22/17 REPLACEMENT OF ‘VETERAN’ OAK TREE 
 
The Committee considered the replacement planting of a tree following the loss of a ‘Veteran’ Oak in 
Phase 3 Country Park, following the recent storm. Whilst the Council’s maintenance contractors have 
assessed the site and made the area safe the large majority of the fallen tree remains in situ as 
natural habitat. However, given its presence in the Country Park the Committee welcomed a 
replacement. Following the advice of the arboricultural specialist on the most appropriate replacement 
it was reported to be an Elm tree. It was noted that the planting of other disease resistant elm trees 
was already taking place in the Country Park and this could coincide with the planting of the 
remainder of these trees.  It was proposed by Cllr. Les Bayliss, seconded by Cllr. Ray Bloxham and 
resolved to agree to the replacement planting of the Veteran Oak with an Elm tree. 
 
A/22/18 CONSULTATION RESPONSE – KILLERTON DESTINATION ESTATE 
 
The Committee noted the report regarding the submission made in response to consultation on the 
Vision document for Killerton Estate. The Chairman recorded the local connection between Killerton 
Estate and Cranbrook and welcomed the involvement in the vision document. It was proposed by Cllr. 
Les Bayliss, seconded by Cllr. Colin Buchan and resolved to note the report as prepared by Cllr Ray 
Bloxham and approve the submission made in response to the consultation in respect of Killerton 
Destination Estate.  
 
A/22/19 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
Due to the sensitive or confidential nature of the following item it was proposed by Cllr Kim Bloxham, 
seconded by Cllr. Colin Buchan and resolved to exclude the press and public from the remainder of 
the meeting on the basis of Section 1 paragraph 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960 which stipulates that a council may, by resolution, exclude the public from a meeting (whether 
during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to the public 
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special 
reasons stated in the resolution and arising from the nature of that business or of the proceedings. 
 
 
A/22/20 WEED CONTROL 
 
The Committee considered the 2022 Annual Weed Control Programme to the kerbs and pavements 
in Cranbrook. Total Weed Control have provided services to Cranbrook Town Council over the past 
couple of years and base their quotation on experience of the site. The service is based on individual 
treatments; therefore, the Council is not required to subscribe to more than one treatment at a time. 
 
The Committee gave careful consideration to the type of weed control to be provided, the necessity 
for the service and the longer term programme to be reviewed as Cranbrook continued to expand. 
Following a lengthy discussion it was proposed by Cllr. Barry Rogers, seconded by Cllr. Kim Bloxham 
and resolved to 
 
a) Instruct Total Weed Control as the Council’s preferred provider to manage the weeds along the 
adopted kerbs and pavements within the route as specified in the map annexed to the report; 
 
b) The Committee to review Weed Control in Cranbrook and seek alternative methods for future 
management and control. 
 
c) To apply to Devon County Council’s Community Enhancement Fund to seek proportionate funding 
towards the cost of weed control in Cranbrook. 
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The meeting closed at 7.31 pm. 
 


