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MINUTES 
 
Committee:   Amenities Committee 
Date:   Monday, 9 May 2022 
Time:    7:05pm 
Venue:   Younghayes Centre, 169 Younghayes Road EX5 7DR 
 
Present 
 
Cllr Barry Rogers (Chair) 
Cllr Kim Bloxham  
Cllr Les Bayliss  
Cllr Ray Bloxham 
Cllr Colin Buchan    
 
Also Present  
  
Alexandra Robinson, Deputy Clerk, Cranbrook Town Council 
 
A/22/21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
No apologies for absence were received. 
 
A/22/22 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
No declarations of interest were made. 
 
A/22/23 MINUTES 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Kim Bloxham, seconded by Cllr Les Bayliss and resolved to accept and sign 
the minutes of the meeting held on 14 March 2022 as a correct record. 
 
A/22/24 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 
A/22/25 AMENITIES MONITORING REPORT 
 
The Chairman referred to the updated report, in particular item 18, following a brief discussion the 
Committee noted the amenities monitoring report. 
 
A/22/26 DRINKING WATER REFILL STATION – YOUNGHAYES CENTRE 

 
The Committee considered a report regarding the proposed installation of a drinking water refiling 
station to the exterior of the Younghayes Centre, for the benefit of those wishing to refill drinking 
bottles without charge. Members considered the public amenity which would encourage the use of 
reusable vessels and would avoid the necessity to purchase single use plastic bottles. This accords 
with the Councils Climate Action Plan where single use plastic is positively discouraged and would 
also indirectly assist in the occurrence of littering in and around the Younghayes Centre.  
 
Members agreed that the facility would be of benefit to the community but requested further 
information from other town and parishes where installations had been made to make a full 
assessment. 
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Following a discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. Ray Bloxham , seconded by Cllr. Colin Buchan and 
resolved to defer the decision on the installation of a Drinking Water Refill Station at the Younghayes 
Centre until further information had been obtained for consideration.  
 

A/22/27 VERGE REMEDIATION – MEAD CROSS 
 
The Committee considered the report outlining areas of the public open space in Mead Cross which 

has been subjected to damage from vehicles parking on the verge. The report looked to deter access 

by vehicles with preventative planting. Members have consulted the Rangers and the Council’s 

Ground Maintenance contractor on ways in which these areas can be managed to deter such activity.  

Members discussed a variety of methods to discourage vehicles parking on the verges to avoid 

further damage and reviewed the success of other areas within Cranbrook. The Committee expressed 

their concern at the proposed costs for remediation works. Cllr Ray Bloxham noted that it was 

important to design out the verge parking in such areas as Mead Cross and thereby reduce the cost 

of ongoing remediation. 

Following discussion, it was proposed by Cllr. Ray Bloxham, seconded by Cllr. Les Bayliss and 

resolved to agree to delegate responsibility to the Open Space Ranger in consultation with the 

Chairman and Vice Chairman of Amenities Committee to consider further alternatives to attempt to 

design out the verge parking.  

A/22/28 EVENT SPACE - UPDATE 
 
The Committee referred to the report regarding the works to instal an event space in the Country 

Park. The works are due to be carried out mid-May 2022 with completion in advance of the Jubilee 

Weekend to allow its inaugural use to be for the Jubilee ‘Picnic in the Park’ on Saturday 4th June 

2022. Members were pleased to note that works to the site had commenced. 

The Committee noted the update report.  

 
A/22/29 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
Due to the sensitive or confidential nature of the following item it was proposed by Cllr Kim Bloxham, 
seconded by Cllr. Colin Buchan and resolved to exclude the press and public from the remainder of 
the meeting on the basis of Section 1 paragraph 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960 which stipulates that a council may, by resolution, exclude the public from a meeting (whether 
during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to the public 
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special 
reasons stated in the resolution and arising from the nature of that business or of the proceedings. 
 
 
A/22/30 CCTV ST MARTIN’S PLAY AREA - UPDATE 
 
The Committee considered the report updating Members on the proposed CCTV installation at St 
Martin’s Play Area.   
 
The Chairman reminded Members of the background to the report and following a discussion, it was 
proposed by Cllr. Kim Bloxham seconded by Cllr. Les Bayliss and resolved that; 
 
a) the provision of CCTV at St. Martins is supported in accordance with the quotes submitted in the 

report; 

b) delegated authority is given to the Deputy Clerk in conjunction with the CCTV Working Group to 

progress delivery of the project; 

c) the timescale for delivery by the preferred contractors is noted by the Committee. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 7.40 pm. 
 


