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MINUTES 
 
Committee:  Planning Committee 
Date:   Monday, 15 August 2022 
Time:    7.00pm 
Venue:   Younghayes Centre, 169 Younghayes Road, Cranbrook EX5 7DR 
 
Present  
Cllr Ray Bloxham (Chair)  
Cllr Les Bayliss  
Cllr Matt Bayliss 
Cllr Kevin Blakey 
 
Also Present  
Andy Cattermole – Head of Planning Redrow Homes 
11 Members of the Public  
Cllr Rocky Carlton, Cranbrook Town Council  
Alexandra Robinson, Cranbrook Town Council  
 
P/22/55 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies were received on behalf of Cllrs Colin Buchan and Barry Rogers. 
 
P/22/56 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
 
No declarations of interests were made. 
 
P/22/57 MINUTES  
 
It was proposed by Cllr Kevin Blakey, seconded by Cllr Matt Bayliss and resolved to accept and sign the 
minutes of the meeting held on 8th August 2022 as a correct record.  
 
P/22/58 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
No members of the public requested to comment on any matters under public participation. 
 
P/22/59 THE CRANBROOK PLAN (DRAFT DEVELOPMENT PLAN)  

 
The Chairman advised that, since the agenda was published, the Cranbrook Plan (also known as Draft 
Development Plan DPD) has been found sound subject to some modifications. 
 
P/22/60 PLANNING APPLICATION – 22/1532/MOUT TREASBEARE EXPANSION AREA LAND TO THE 
NORTH OF TREASBEARE FARM CLYST HONITON EX5 2DY 

 
The Chairman welcomed Mr Cattermole from Redrow to update Members on the outline planning 
application. Andy Cattermole provided a brief background to Redrow and their intentions for the Treasbeare 
expansion area, the ambition to create a desirable place to live comfortably and healthily and the intention to 
submit an outline planning application based on the master plan, raising the following key points: 
 
Allocation of land use – dwellings, education, amenities, Gypsy & Traveller provision, District Heating, 
SANGS (Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace)  and employment. 
Discussion with Devon CC on flow of traffic and traffic management to improve use of London Road 
Strong green infrastructure, pedestrian routes  
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Biodiversity net gain from both development parcels and SANGS – extensive biodiversity surveying 
Strong landscaping, on plot parking to eliminate the need for parking courts 
Access and routes across the London Road with suitable crossing points – to be determined once Devon CC 
have defined 
Gypsy and Traveller site to be defined with clear plan 
Sports pitches and pavilion  
Drainage to be developed to current adoptable standard by South West Water 
 
In relation to the agenda item 5 (Treasbeare Expansion Area) four members of the public individually raised 
queries in relation to the application raising the following key points:   
 

▪ Access to the Treasbeare expansion area, 

▪ Impact on existing Rockbeare primary school 

▪ Access to proposed Gypsy and Traveller site 

▪ Safe crossing points  

▪ Increased flood risk and expansion of flood risk zone due to additional development 

▪ Rockbeare Neighbourhood Plan and impact of subsequent strategic plans  

▪ Green Wedge, noting the Inspector recorded development of this parcel acceptable 

▪ Increased traffic  

▪ Management of downgrading the London Road 

Members provided clarification. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Cattermole for his update on the application and for his responses to questions 
raised by the Committee. 
 
The Committee considered the application for Outline Planning application for up to 1,035 residential 
dwellings; a neighbourhood centre with a maximum of 3,000 sqm gross of ground floor space (use Class E 
and sui generis (hot food takeaways, betting shops, pub/bars)); a two form entry primary school, with early 
years provision (Use class F!); public open space, including formal open space, formal play space, 
allotments, amenity open space and SANGS land (suitable alternative natural greenspace); a sports hub 
comprising playing pitches; tennis courts, a multi-use path and a pavilion (Use Class F2); up to 10.25ha of 
employment land (use classes E9g), B2 and B8); 5 serviced pitches for gypsies and travellers; an extension 
to the existing Cranbrook Energy Centre; sustainable drainage systems; and associated infrastructure. All 
matters are reserved for future consideration aside from access. Principal access is to be provided from four 
points off London Road (B3174), with additional access points proposed for pedestrians and cyclists 
 
The Chairman referred to the Supporting Statement and advised on points that need to be resolved in 
general planning terms prior to any approval of the principle of development of the site. In summary: 
 
1. The expansion of Cranbrook is subject to the Cranbrook Development Plan (DPD) which as advised 
earlier since the Agenda and Supporting Papers had been published, had been found sound subject to some 
modifications. 
 
2. Clarity on adoption. The proposals are, in general terms, that adoption will be either by one of the principal 
authorities, the town council or a management company. Whilst Cranbrook Town Council has demonstrated 
its willingness to adopt public open space, there remain a number of questions around the standards of 
delivery of drainage and to what extent the water authority will adopt, the adoption of in-parcel infrastructure 
including tarmac cycle ways and certain in-parcel roads, the adoption and future management of SANG and 
the fact that the application sits outside the Parish of Cranbrook and would require the District Council to 
proceed with a Community Governance Review - having stopped the previous attempt by the Town Council 
to move this forward. The District Council cited the fact that the DPD remained unresolved in ceasing the 
recent review process and, should the DPD be resolved, a new review, if required, would probably take a 
year.  
 
3. Uncontrolled junctions on to the B3174, especially that nearest the east, are dependent upon a redesign 
and reduction of speed limit to 20mph on London Road. This is outside the control of the applicant and 
therefore would need to be taken forward by DCC and LPA independently of this development. The 
timescale for this is unclear and there is a need to clarify how this might be moved forward should the 
redesign of London Road be delayed. Without the re-design of London Road and the consequent reduction 
of the speed limit to 20mph, the junction proposals are problematic.  
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4. Mention is made of the indicative location of the proposed neighbourhood centre. The fact that the original 
LPA proposal to straddle London Road has been amended to now have an in-parcel centre is a welcome 
improvement. The expansion of Cranbrook to the south-west and the inclusion of the land illustrated within 
the proposed master plan has been the subject of wide consultation over a long period. The Town Council 
has been broadly supportive of the proposed expansion of the town and would not seek to object to the 
principle of development in this case. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Les Bayliss, seconded by Cllr Kevin Blakey and resolved to support the principle of 
development as proposed but would urge both the applicant and Local Planning Authority to resolve the 
issues around adoption and the re-design of London Road. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 7:59pm.  
 
 


